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“And SCM has a future for this reason; the reason
is that people are less and less convinced that
faith is something that gives all the answers and
perhaps actually faith is what helps us bear the
burden of not having all the answers.”
Peter Rollins
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BE THOU MY VISION
A REFLECTION ON VOICES
FOR JUSTICE CONFERENCE IN
CANBERRA
We are underway to Canberra and I am quickly checking my emails one
more time. I see that I received an email from Micah with the latest updates
and what to bring with me.
“Things to bring: Professional attire for meetings in Parliament House”.
Eh?
So far my in-depth research of what this conference is really all about has
yielded nothing about this!
Henrike Brussaard
Through my work with the Australian Student Christian
Movement I am very blessed to be involved with
organisations that are likeminded and focused on the
social justice theme as well. I love the opportunities
to learn more about the country I just moved to, the
culture and how people here put their Christianity
into action. When the opportunity came to go to the
conference “Voices for Justice”, an event that others
were raving about, I was very happy to go there and
join fellow ASCMers from across the country at this
conference.
Micah Australia has just re-launched itself, after
a successful campaign for the Millennium Goals
which ended in 2014. Just recently, the Sustainable
Development Goals have just been launched and Micah
Australia is continuing their effort to work towards
a better future especially for those who are poor and
need help.
Once per year they organise Voices for Justice, a
conference with a special focus on lobbying with
politicians for these voiceless people. I never realised
how established they are and how much they actually
do. It was great through Micah to be able to talk to
senators and MPs at the Parliament House, and ask for
their help to work towards more foreign aid and more
action on climate change.

It felt a bit funny to be involved like this, as I am far
away from having any voting rights in Australia as an
immigrant who is still ‘being processed’. But as I mused
on the implications of that little sentence in Micah’s
email, at the same time the possibilities became clear
for me. It is just not me, but the wider community that
I am involved in. I meet so many people that have the
same mindset and that are looking to receive this baton
from me, and can be inspired through my experiences.
Isn’t that what is most important?

The conference was a great mix of worship, prayer and
information. I especially loved it when the ‘flavour of
Christianity’ did not play a role at all (it actually never
came up in conversation, how about that?), but we were
all on the same track in the pursuit of a greater good.
Personally, the conference has rekindled the love for
the planet within me. The workshop about Climate
Change asked us when we started to care about this
issue. It really made me wonder what happened with
my younger me, who was passionate about the earth
and all the living creatures on it. Especially hearing the
personal stories, the numbers and the effects of climate
change in the Pacific rekindled that fire within me even
more. What are we, as human beings, doing?
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Voices for Justice 2016, Canberra ACT
Besides the personal faith and possibilities that I have
in my work, besides the conquering of the feeling
of entering the lion’s den (Parliament House) as an
immigrant, this experience has opened up another
world for me when it comes to politics. The political
world was always a distant world, those people who
rule the country but where I have little to do with in my
life, except for the occasional vote in my home country.
The whole political world never felt approachable; it
was a far-away kind of thing. It is a world on its own
(especially after being able to experience Question
Time) but next to that, the ‘political’ people don’t feel
very approachable and I guess I always felt indifferent
about the fact that these are actually the people that
are ruling the country on our behalf. Shouldn’t we have
a better relationship with these people to tell what
we care about? How can they rule on our behalf if we
don’t at least attempt to some form of connection? Isn’t
it easier to shout at politicians from our lazy couch
instead of attempting to actually interact with them and
tell them our views?
During one of the meetings with a MP, we got a chance
to talk to his Vietnamese intern. The intern was a
human rights activist in his own country and has now
the opportunity to experience how Australia is doing
things on the Parliamentary level, and also engaging
with our labour law.

It was such an eye-opener to listen to him. He really
has great hopes for the Sustainable Development Goals
as a way to improve the human rights situation in his
own country. It is not a goal on its own, but through the
scrutiny of other countries as well, he saw hope that
there will be improvements on human rights as well.

Voices for Justice has given me a lot of new information
and ideas, but if I should pick one word that I will
take home with me from this experience, it will be
‘awareness’. There should be more awareness on the
topic of Australian Aid to the poor and needy; we don’t
even know how lucky and rich we are. There should be
more awareness on climate change. It is happening, and
we might just complain that the seasons are all messed
up, but the poorest regions rely heavily upon those
seasons to grow crops and receive the necessary rain.
It is not everybody’s calling to do volunteer work in
a poor country (it doesn’t hurt either though but that
is besides the point), but in my humble opinion it is
our Christian duty to be aware of the people that are
less fortunate than us (and that is a lot of people and
countries) and who have no means to speak up for
themselves in their governments or on a global level.
But most of all: be aware of the opportunities that we
have here in Australia to help them.

(Henrike Brussaard is from Melbourne SCM. Until recently she was also the Victorian Project Officer for ASCM)
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A PLACE OF SANCTUARY FOR
ASYLUM SEEKERS

The offering of sanctuary is always an action of
last resort. Those who seek sanctuary enter into
a place of confinement; one that is safer than the
alternative, but still far from the freedom they have
the right to seek.

Dr Peter Catt writes about why he declared Brisbane
Cathedral as a Place of Sanctuary

Those who are thinking of seeking sanctuary
during this current action are being given good
legal advice to ensure that they know that the offer
of sanctuary does not carry any legal protection.
They are also being made aware that they might
face 5 years imprisonment should they seek
sanctuary. Those of us who provide it could be
subject to ten years in prison.

‘Time to put up or shut up’, said the still small voice.
I decided to put up.
And so following consultation with the Cathedral Council I declared St
John’s Cathedral, Brisbane, a Place of Sanctuary for Asylum Seekers.

Dr. Peter Catt
By way of background, it was the first week of
February 2016. The High Court was on the verge of
handing down a decision that would determine the
legality or otherwise of the offshore detention of
asylum seekers by the Australian Government.
A group of 267 asylum seekers, made up of people
who had been brought to Australia from Nauru for
medical treatment and babies born in Australia to
mothers brought to Australia for their birth, were
being held in Australia awaiting the outcome of the
High Court action.
Fearing that the High Court decision would not be
favourable to those seeking asylum advocates were
formulating a response designed to keep asylum
seekers from being returned to harm.
As a result the request came for us at St John’s
Cathedral, Brisbane, to be one of a group of
churches that might offer Sanctuary to asylum
seekers facing return to Nauru.
As a result the request came for us at St John’s
Cathedral, Brisbane, to be one of a group of
churches that might offer Sanctuary to asylum
seekers facing return to Nauru.
Previously in Holy Week 2014, all five of the
Anglican Archbishops had called for children not to
be held behind razor wire.

For a number of years synods at the national and
diocesan level have called for policy change. Many
people in the church have tried various forms of
advocacy. And yet the toxic and bipartisan lock
down of Australian detention policy has continued
despite the overwhelming evidence from the
Human Rights Commission, The United Nations,
other agencies and medical staff that people in
offshore detention, particularly the children, were
being harmed by our actions.
We had been talking the talk for a number of years.
So now, faced with 267 people about to be removed
to place of harm, I felt it was time to put up or shut
up.

Together all these are working together to make
Australia a place of sanctuary. This groundswell
serves as a reminder that providing sanctuary is
something that a civil does as a matter of course.
Refuges, safe houses and schools are everyday
places of refuge. So, just as on the night of the Paris
bombings we saw businesses open their doors to
allow those on the streets to find safety, we are
working to make our country a place where people
who are facing persecution can flee.

Since the churches made the offer to be places of
sanctuary the movement has widened to include
hospitals and schools. The Lady Cilento Hospital
in Brisbane has become a place of sanctuary for
baby Asha. She will not be released until there is
a guarantee that she will not be placed in harms
way. All State Premiers and The ACT Chief Minister
have also offered to take the 267 people. Teachers,
unions, medical staff, doctors, writers and
comedians back the movement.
Dr. Peter Catt is the Dean of Brisbane Cathedral and Chair of the Australian Churches’ Refugee Task Force.

East Timor program, Dili 2016

Sanctuary existed in the English common law from
the 4th to the 17th century. It allowed those fleeing
the civil authorities to be protected by the church
from arrest while within the confines of a church.
While it has no legal effect churches around
the world continue to offer sanctuary. The civil
authorities out of respect for the tradition often
tolerate these actions. Some people therefore
remain in a place of Sanctuary for years. In
Australia in the mid 1990’s churches offered
sanctuary to East Timorese asylum seekers who
were facing deportation to Indonesia and Portugal.
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Dr. Basil Hetzel
Our senior friend Dr. Basil Hetzel passed away on 4th
February 2017. Dr Hetzel started his career at the Royal
Adelaide and Queen Elizabeth hospitals before making his
discovery in Papua New Guinea. He later served as South
Australia’s Lieutenant Governor and was the Chancellor of
the University of South Australia.
University of South Australia Vice Chancellor David Lloyd
said Dr Hetzel was also dedicated to improving mental
health and he was instrumental in the establishment
of Lifeline.

MEET BARRIE BAKER, ASCM
PASTORAL CARE OFFICER AND
AREA COUNCIL, WA

Barrie Baker, ASCM

I was baptised an Anglican in St
Leonard’s Church in Middleton,
England in June 1941, but our
family worshipped in a Unitarian
church in Whitefield until we came
to Perth in 1949. After worshipping
in Presbyterian, Baptist and Quaker
congregations, I settled in the
Anglican Church in 1953. I was
always religiously inclined and was
confirmed in 1954. I was made a Lay
Reader in 1962 and did that sort
of work under various names from
then on until now. To support this
ministry I did a Dip Theology at the
Melbourne College of
Divinity 1971-1976.
I joined the Perth Modern School
ASCM (it was an official school
organisation with a school prefect
to oversee it) in 1954, continued at

WSCF AP Senior Friend Meeting

UWA until I joined the work force.
I taught Sunday school for 12 years
and led parish youth groups over
a six-year period. I joined the WA
Area Council in 1980 and have
been a member since then. After a
year of collapse of ASCM in UWA,
I restarted the group in 1995, and
did something similar with the
national movement in 2011. I am
the national Pastoral Care Officer,
offering support to any of our office
bearers.
I find my involvement with the
ASCM profoundly satisfying,
and believe that this ecumenical
fellowship is vital for the life of
God’s Kingdom among those
seeking to follow Jesus with heart
and mind.

Dr Basil Hetzel ( back row, 2nd from the left)

MEET BART SEATON,
SECRETARY, AREA
COUNCIL,
QUEENSLAND SCM
Born in Liverpool (in the same hospital as John Lennon,
as were all Liverpudlians before the 80s!), my family
re-located to Ipswich in Suffolk, where my father took
a consultants job at Ipswich Hospital. Singing Anglican
Choral music in my parish choir led to a deepening love
of music. I asked to audition and was awarded a place
to attend St Paul’s Cathedral Choir School in London
as a young chorister from 1983-87, going onto a music
scholarship at Ipswich School. Here my religious
sensibilities were nurtured by the Romantic poetry
of Coleridge and the social critique of Arthur Miller,
thanks to an inspiring English Literature teacher.
Following school I studied psychology at Bangor
University in Wales, changing to Theology following a
conversion experience during a statistics lecture!

Contact with my university chaplaincy was a most
positive aspect of my uni life. I was fortunate to
annually attend a chaplaincy-sponsored (Jesuit-led) Zen
retreat during my second year of study. This experience
gave me a strong sense of vocation, which transpired
following graduation (BD Hons) in my making a
pilgrimage, on foot and ferry, from England to the

Bart Seaton

South of France, staying in various monasteries along
the way, or camping in fields, carrying just a lightweight tent and a change of clothes.

Returning to UK (after 3 months living in a Zen master’s
remote hermitage in rural Southern France), I next
worked for an Inter-Faith Centre, before going to the
Monastery of the Holy Trinity in West Sussex, in order
to test my vocation more formally with an Anglican
Benedictine community of monks and nuns. After 9
months living and working with this community I felt
called back to ‘the world’ where I worked for persons
living with disabilities as a carer.
Three years later I joined the Society of Saint Francis,
becoming, after the requisite three-year-noviciate,
an Anglican Franciscan Friar with SSF. This vocation
with the Franciscans lasted 12 years and included a
memorable stay in the Solomon Islands and Australia,
where I settled from 2009. I undertook and recently
graduated with a BMus Hons from the Queensland
Conservatorium of Music at Griffith University, where I
was asked to undertake Chaplaincy work and work for
the Student Christian Movement.
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MEET CAITY CAMERON,
STUDENT DEVELOPMENT
OFFICER AT THE AUSTRALIAN
NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

THE HEAVENLY CITY
A BIBLE STUDY

I was brought up in a family where
we were taught that God is love,
but we never went to Church or
practiced otherwise.
As a teenager, I went to London
and fell in love with all the ancient
churches. When I got back I had an
itch that was insatiable so I started
talking to a friend of mine who was
heavily involved in her church. After
having all my questions answered
I decided to go along to my local
Anglican Church. When I was there
I knew it was the place for me to
really grow as a Christian. I was
baptised in 2009.

Western culture has developed a
popular idea of what happens after
death around two bible passages,
Matthew 16:18-19 and Revelation
21. This idea is that when we die,
we appear before the pearly gates
of heaven to encounter Saint Peter,
who looks at our record and decides
whether to let us in or to send us to
the less comfortable place below. The
name ‘Peter’ means ‘Rock’, and Jesus
gives Simon this new name as
the one on whom he (Christ) will
build his church. Peter is to be given
the keys of the kingdom of heaven,
and so whatever he binds or looses
on earth will be bound or loosed in
heaven. Peter thereby becomes the
judge of our earthly behaviour with
eternal consequences hanging on
his judgement. The whole focus of
this scenario is on the fate of each
individual person, with heaven
thought to be whatever lies beyond
the pearly gates.

Since joining the church I’ve
done my best to live as Christ
did, and through the church I’ve
partaken roles as Server and Parish
Councillor.
In 2015 I travelled to Jordan
and Israel/Palestine as a semipilgrimage and there I was so
certain of God and Jesus’ presence
and that His work was what I was
put here to do.
I’m currently in my second year at
ANU studying B.Arts (Maj. Political
Science) / B.Policy Studies. I also
have a keen interest in studying
Theology.

Caity Cameron,
Student Development
Officer at the Australian
National University

MEET OUR SCM LINKS, UNIVERSITY
OF QUEENSLAND AND ASCM
SOLOMON ISLAND LIAISON OFFICER

Esther Hora
SCM links QUT Brisbane

Esther is from Solomon Islands
(SI) in a remote island of Malaita
Province, currently undertaking
biomedical science study at
QUT. Esther has been working
in collaboration with society of
Saint Francis since she was 14. Her
objectives drives her into focus on
same age group, prisoners’ and
communities. This enabled her a
number of volunteer opportunities
and communities leadership roles
both in her high school (Selwyn
College) and her village. Esther has
been a first Companion’s Leader of.
the Society of Saint Francis in the

Solomon’s that accept the challenge
of leading a mission of 35 young
people including three Franciscan
brothers to the provincial of Isabel
and Central Solomon’s

Although coming to Australia in
2014 was a culture shock. She
believes working within a western
society is a great opportunity
with challenges for her. However,
it is interesting as Esther loves to
learn and integrates with other
cultures focussing on God’s call that
underpin the work with the student
Christian movement.
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The heavenly place into which Peter
may grant entry has pearly gates on
the basis of the somewhat separate
vision at the culmination of the Book
of Revelation. Immediately we can
see some slippage in the ideas, as the

heavenly city has twelve gates of
pearl, not simply one with maybe
two panels. In addition, each of these
twelve gates has the name of a tribe
of Israel on it, not that of an apostle.
The names of the apostles are on the
foundations of the walls of the city.
The ‘streets of gold’ (Rev. 21:21) are
in the city, not in heaven.
The discrepancies between popular
idea and scriptural vision multiply
when we read more closely. The
heavenly city is not itself heaven, but
a redemptive gift or action of God
coming down from the new heaven
to the new earth. While it seems
a vision of the final future toward
which history is moving, even this
is uncertain, as it can also be read
as a spiritual interpretation of the
new state of affairs with the coming
of Christ and the creation of the
Christian church. The heavenly city
of John’s vision is not itself heaven,
though it does offer people the
fullness of life which is the presence
and energy of God. In this sense, it
is not wrong to see it as somehow a
portal of heaven. What is of more
importance is that the city is pictured
as complete and even perfect foursquare - in itself. It also

Sandy Yule

has a distinct role to play on earth as
the light for the surrounding nations
whose people will ‘bring into it the
glory and the honor of the nations’
(Rev. 21:26). The gates of the city
remain perpetually open, though
nothing unclean may enter it. This is
no vision of a static, perfected after
life, but of a continuing redemptive
opportunity for the cleaning up of
human history, with all that is quite
unworthy destined for destruction in
a ‘lake of fire’ (Rev. 21:8).
This vision does not make a lot of
sense if it is seen as a conclusion
of human efforts at goodness. It
has very little in common with
optimistic ideas that we can build
the kingdom of God on earth
through our own loving actions. It
is totally premised on the strange
and unforeseeable actions of God.
Our redemption is a matter of
responding to God’s gift of life
with a loving response, without
equivocation or falsity. The role of
God as the judge is offset by the role
of God as the source of a fullness of
life that overcomes all powers to hurt
and destroy.
This is indeed good news.
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ASCM REPRESENTED AT THE
ECUMENICAL ROUND TABLE
IN CANBERRA
ASCM was represented at the 2nd Ecumenical Round Table in 2016 and 3rd Round Table in 2017.
Rev. Dr Ray Williamson’s report on the 2nd Ecumenical Roundtable
The Centre for Ecumenical Studies held a second
Roundtable at the Australian Centre for Christianity
and Culture on Wednesday, 3rd February 2016. On this
occasion, the specific focus of the conversation was
“Ecumenical Engagement in Theological Education”.
It was attended by thirty people, who came from
Brisbane, Newcastle, Sydney, Melbourne and Canberra,
and who are involved directly in theological education
or in an ecumenical organisation.
The Roundtable began with a presentation by Professor
Peter Sherlock (Vice-Chancellor, University of Divinity),
in which he addressed the key issue of the day:
“Ecumenical Engagement in Theological Education”. He
said that ‘successful’ engagement would require both
the faculty and the classroom of a theological teaching
institution being ecumenical in their composition. In
Australia, ecumenically based theological schools were
established in all the mainland state capital cities,

but since then the changes that have taken place in
higher education and in the theological schools have
brought about many instances of those ecumenical
initiatives being weakened or dismantled altogether.
Additional barriers to ‘success’ are caused by the
geographical distances in this country, the comparative
smallness of institutions and the decline in the mainline
churches. The great barrier to ecumenical engagement,
however, is that energy is going elsewhere: different
teaching institutions have become more internally
focussed, with classes and teaching largely
denominationally based. A renewal of ecumenical
engagement in theological education will require an
understanding of what motivates the existing colleges,
it will need to be based on well-defined partnerships,
and it will have to meet the needs and arouse the
passions of students.

Gathered assembly Photos: courtesy Fr Shenouda Mansour

Dr John D’Arcy May, a former Director and Lecturer at
the Irish School of Ecumenics (Trinity College Dublin)
addressed the need for theological education to include
a specific study of ecumenism. The 20th century saw
ecumenism given expression in the modern ecumenical
movement, but that movement needed legitimation
in the face of opposition. This has been accomplished
through the doing of a theology of ecumenism –
drawing on scripture, church history and dogmatics
– which has also brought about a convergence on
many issues, such as baptism, eucharist and ministry.
Now, Christian churches everywhere participate in
a public sphere characterised by multicultural and
multi-religious societies, and in this situation it is
essential for the practice of ecumenism to make
explicit inter-relationships between inter-church,
inter-faith and justice and peace-building components
of ecumenism, and doing so in the light of insights
from other disciples. It raises the importance of
inter-faith dialogue, which has profound implications
for inter-church dialogue – but there is no question
of substituting the one for the other. It demands
new ways of doing theology. What is needed is an
ecumenical institute addressing these The story of the
local ecumenical institute, the Centre for Ecumenical
Studies, was told by the Revd Dr Gerard Kelly, the
President of the Catholic Institute of Sydney. He
itemised the Centre’s aims and objectives, specifically
to provide a focal point for teaching, study and research
in the diverse aspects of ecumenism, and to do so by
developing a programme of education in ecumenism.
The Centre has sought to do this primarily through the
offering of a week-intensive course, which has been

Congratulations
ASCM would like to congratulate Ros Hewett, our WSCF
Liaison Officer who completed her doctoral program
and received Doctor of Philosophy in Pacific and Asian
History, conferred on 13 July 2017. Title of her thesis
was ‘Indo (Eurasian) communities in postcolonial Indonesia’

11.

held many times in several locations in Australia and
in Auckland. He acknowledged the recent difficulties
in actually presenting the course, and offered some
questions to prompt our thinking: about student
recruitment, course content, and the role the Centre
might play in reminding both the churches and the
theological education sector about the importance of
ecumenical formation. The study of ecumenism needs
to be multi-dimensional and holistic. Dr Robyn WrigleyCarr, who lectures in theology at AlphaCrucis College
in Sydney, told of her personal journey in theological
education as an ecumenical experience. From her
early Christian formation in the Churches of Christ
in Sydney, she went on to study in England (London
and Oxford), Canada (Vancouver) and Scotland (St
Andrews). In all those places she experienced the life
and liturgies of a variety of Christian churches. In her
studies she was exposed to many theological thinkers.
Her spirituality has been shaped and enriched by all
of the great Christian traditions – Protestant, Anglican,
Catholic, Orthodox – and she greatly values the way
these experiences have opened new perspectives for
her, deepened her own understanding and practice of
faith and given her a broad grounding for her current
teaching of theology. She tries to incorporate an
ecumenical dimension to her teaching.
Following the Roundtable, several people stayed for a
dinner, at which Dr John May spoke about the churches’
presence in the public square and the importance
for the Christian voice to be heard in the debates on
current issues in civil society.

REPORT FROM REGIONAL
WOMENS PROGRAM IN
BANGLADESH

INTERVIEW WITH
PETER ROLLINS

In November 2016 I attended the WSCF Asia-Pacific Regional Women’s Program
in Savar, Bangladesh. The theme for the program was “Reclaiming My Identity,
Building Theological and Critical Reflection on Body, Sexuality, Violence against
Women and the Sexual Minorities.” I attended in response to a request from Nina
Nayoan for ASCM to send a resource person who could draw on their advocacy on
LGBTI issues. The other facilitators were Nina, and Hope Antone, former general
secretary of Christian Conference of Asia.
Claudine Chionh
The program included brief lectures, small group
discussions, Bible studies, and a visit to the Bandhu
Social Welfare Society in Dhaka, which provides health
services, advice and advocacy to LGBTI people across
Bangladesh. In the first couple of days, participants
shared research and personal experiences of violence
against women in their own countries. We found many
common themes and some of the Asian participants
expressed surprise that violence against women is
common even in “developed” countries like Australia
and Aotearoa/New Zealand.

As I expected, it was more challenging to discuss LGBTI
topics with this group. Apart from the facilitators and
the SCMA and Taiwan delegates, participants had very
little or no prior knowledge of LGBTI issues and, in
some cases, had never met an LGBTI person before.
Many brought a shallow understanding of traditional
“Christian” teachings on sex, marriage and gender. I
sought to introduce participants to very basic concepts
of gender and sexual diversity, and to draw parallels
between justice for women and justice for LGBTI

people. Hope discussed theological and hermeneutical
perspectives that challenged those of the participants.

By the end of the week many participants reported that
they had learned a lot and were becoming more open
to difference. I believe this demonstrates the value of
in-person WSCF programs, where people with different
theological perspectives and life experience live, study
and worship together. I also learned much from this
program, including the difficulty of translating the
Bible into diverse Asian languages (many participants
reported that their Bibles had been translated from
English rather than the original languages), and that
the longstanding presence of third-sex cultures makes
transgender issues easier to understand in this region.
The summary message from the program is attached
here. I understand that the region’s financial situation
may mean an end to the RWP. I hope that this program
has helped lay some groundwork for increasing
awareness of feminism and LGBTI issues throughout
the region.
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In this conversation with SCM Post, Peter Rollins talks about the
premise of his work, his personal journey and crises of religion, his
influences, Student Christian Movement and radical theology.
Writer, Philosopher, theologian Peter Rollins is perhaps one of the most eminent
voice in contemporary discourse about religion and spirituality. He has written
and published extensively and authored books like How (Not) To Speak Of God
(Paraclete/SPCK, 2006), The Orthodox Heretic and Other Impossible Tales
(Paraclete/SCM, April 2009) and The Idolatry of God: Breaking Our Addiction to
Certainty and Satisfaction (Howard/Hodder and Stoughton, January 2013) and
his works have influenced development of emerging church movement as well as
influenced contemporary authors and theologians like Rob Bell, Brian McLaren
and Phyllis Tickle. He was also the keynote speaker at the PCN/British SCM shared
conference in 2014.

SCM Post: What is it you are selling?

Peter Rollins: Ha! Ya well! My work pretty much is
about exploring the idea that to be human is to experience a sense of lack in our lives! When I feel distant
from you; you are there and I am here I feel distant
from myself sometimes. I feel alienated. I can feel guilt.
I can feel a sense of death. These things are part of being human. My argument is that we conspire with religion, with drugs, with hedonism, with capitalism to try
to cover this over. And everybody is offering a solution.
Everybody is saying if you buy this BMW you will be
happy, if you have this relationship you will be happy. If
you go to this church you will be happy.

My argument is that only ever works short term. What
we really have to do is find spaces where we can make
peace with this anxiety and with this lack in our lives.
And actually Christianity at its worst as a religion is
just like every form of consumerism; offering us just
one more product. If you imagine a worlds of vending
machine everybody has got their products in there of
what will help you feel complete and Church has just
got their product in it. But I think the subversive radical
Christianity that I am interested in is about smashing
the vending machine and helping us find freedom from
this pursuit of wholeness and perfection. Basically, I
can say it like this; it’s good have the freedom to pursue
your highest pleasure, whatever that is; but what we

really need is freedom from our pursuit of our highest
pleasure. Freedom to embrace our lives, embrace our
neighbours; so not be involved in the frantic pursuit
of running from our inner ghosts and inner demons
but rather wrestling with them and making peace with
them.

SCM Post: Isn’t that what Churches have tried to help?
Peter Rollins: I think so; if you take the analogy of a
nightclub. A nightclub has alcohol, has music and has
people but you go to a night club and often if things are
difficult in your life. You’ve broken up with someone; you
go out and you get drunk and you listen to music you
forget your troubles and you are lost in the crowd and it
feels good. But the next day suffering comes back so you
have to go out next Friday night and do the same thing.
You contrast that with an Irish pub; in Irish pub you got the
same things; you’ve got the alcohol, you’ve got the crowds,
you’ve got the music. But the alcohol is not there to get
drunk to forget about your problems; you have a couple
of drinks and you talk about your week. The music isn’t
designed to get you to forget things; the music is some Irish
how he lost his beloved to consumption and listening to his
singing you connect with our own issues. And the crowds
of people are your friends. My argument is the church is
often like a nightclub. It’s big music and big masses that
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offers you temporary relief from your suffering. But when
you leave the suffering comes back so you get addicted to
the church. Church is just a culturally acceptable form of
a nightclub but I think there are some communities, and
that’s why I like SCM to be honest. But there are some
communities that are a little bit more like the Irish pub.
They have got the same rituals like the big churches, they
have got music, they have got sermons, and they’ve got
prayers, bible readings. But these are not in the service
of getting you to forget your troubles; telling you that you
shouldn’t worry about it that it’s all gonna be okay. Rather
they help bring those to the surface; help people see them
and help rob them of their sting and rob them of their
power.

SCM Post: what inspired you to get to the place where you
are now?
Peter Rollins: Well, I was involved in communities that
offered that, kind of like that shot, that drug. They were
big communities with good people. The reason why
the community I was part of was so successful and it
was; it was a thousand people involved. It’s because we
all want to run away from the difficult part of our lives.
It is a very natural thing to do. But what I saw is that
ultimately created more suffering than it relieved. Think
about, if you break up with someone one of the defence
mechanism people often use is “they are terrible and I
am innocent”. It’s called splitting. You create the world of
black and white. They were awful, they were terrible, they
mistreated me and I was so good and so kind. That’s okay.
That defence mechanism is there because that person is in
deep suffering and it’s helping them and if you are a good
friend you don’t agree or disagree with them. You just
let them say all that stuff. But the problem is eventually
that defence mechanism creates more suffering than it
relieves so eventually you can’t move on and have another
relationship. You can’t get over the past. It begins to cause
problems. And that point if you are their friend, you have
to find a correct moment to say I think you are just hurt.
And if you say it at the right moment the person will
go ‘yah, you know what it wasn’t all their fault. I wasn’t
involved, I wasn’t emotionally there for them. I was too
busy in my work and at that point they can begin to move
on. So, in my life I saw how the church that I was part of;
offered like momentary wholeness and happiness. And
we split the world in the good guys and the bad guys and
we split the world in the black and white and that helped
us avoid the complexity of life. It helped us avoid the
difficult things but eventually the suffering that’s caused
overwhelms the pleasure that it gives and we find ourselves

getting more into splitting making people into the bad; the
baddies the problem. We couldn’t deal with our suffering so
we created scapegoats; we made other people carry them.
So, I and some of my friends tried to create communities
that began to look at those things. As I saw that healing
people I went I have to give my life to this. And basically if
you want an example of what this looks like in practice. It’s
kind of AA. There is this two ways to build a community:
one is to all unify around a shared problem. All those
atheist, all those theists, all those liberals are the problems.
All those fundamentalists are the problem. You can unify
temporarily around that and it covers over your own
internal problems as a community but it ultimately doesn’t
work. Or you can like AA where you don’t blame someone
outside the group; you say, you know “My name is Pete. I
am an alcoholic. I have the problem.” And unify around
acknowledging your own issues and your own brokenness.
For me I saw Church often as like that nightclub that yes
helped you like run away temporarily but I went you know
what we need to learn from AA. What would it be to have
religious communities that looked like that!
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SCM Post: You talk about Paul Tillich and Dietrich
Bonhoeffer quite a lot in your writing and speeches. How
have they influenced you?
Peter Rollins: They have influenced me a lot, so Paul
Tillich for example he wrote a book called Courage To Be
and in that book he is basically saying that to be human is
to, as I said at the beginning, this is to experience a sense
of lack; and it’s part of being human because as soon as you
have a sense of self; there is a sense of non-self. Something
outside of yourself. To be is to have an experience a sense
of non-being. That’s why Sartre wrote the book Being and
Nothingness. Like Paul Tillich said this: He said to be
human then is to feel a sense that of potential death. There
is this weak form of that “Oh my Goodness nearly died I
nearly got hit by that car.” And there is a strong form:” Oh
my goodness! I am still goanna die.” The other was guilt.
He said the weak form I go “Oh I should have been a nicer
person to my mom” and the strong form is you go “You
know what I am lacking real moral courage in the whole of
my life.” The third is meaninglessness where you find your
job purposeless. that’s the weak form. The strong form is
I don’t think there anything I could do which will give my
life a sense; my life a purpose. So Paul Tillich says these are
part of what it means to be human. You don’t feel them all
but you will feel one if those a little bit. And he says to be
human is not to try to run away from that but to have the
courage to embrace it. So he said God is not the object that
takesaway the lack and the brokenness. God is the depth
I mention in life that helps us bear the weight of those
things. Then Dietrich Bonhoeffer very briefly in his last
book before he was executed by the Nazis. He wrote what
he called religion-less Christianity, and he has this beautiful
line where he says ‘to live is to know God is not given; is
to be live fully before God and with God. And what he
seems to be saying in those letters he wrote is that we need
to stop thinking about God as something that’s given to
us to fix a problem. We need to just give ourselves wholly
to the world and love. But he doesn’t stop there. He then
says when you forget God is some object who is fixer and
give yourself wholly to love; strangely that’s when you find
yourself standing in the very midst of God. ten times better
than the alternative because all of us want an easy answer.
If I am out in the world and someone says I can just get rid
of your suffering and another person says I can help you
make regard it and peace with it I am gonna go I will take
the first one. But because it doesn’t work eventually we all
know deep down I think we can run from our ghost and
we can try to hide from them but we have to tarry with
them.

SCM Post: Have you had anything to do with Student
Christian Movement?
Peter Rollins: Yah… SCM I have known about for a long
time. I probably knew about SCM when I was first in that
community I was talking about you know the night club
type church and I thought that you people in SCM are
probably very dodgy you know… what do they do? But I
came to learn that I have a deep resonance with what you
are about. I see the influences of people like Tillich and
Bonhoeffer. I see that you are providing a space for people
who don’t want to run away from the doubt, questioning,
ambiguity but SCM was able to provide a space, and is able
to provide a space for people who are exploring faith. But
the thing that doubt, complexity, ambiguity, engaging with
the Other, is not simply bad, not even something to tolerate
but might be something really wonderful that might help
us come to deeper in our faith. So SCM is an example of
what I am talking about. And by the way, that means you
have to be ten times better than the alternative because
all of us want an easy answer. If I am out in the world and
someone says I can just get rid of your suffering and another person says I can help you make regard it and peace
with it I am gonna go I will take the first one. But because it
doesn’t work eventually we all know deep down I think we
can run from our ghost and we can try to hide from them
but we have to tarry with them. And SCM has a future
for this reason; the reason is that people are less and less
convinced that faith is something that gives all the answers
and perhaps actually faith is what helps us bear the burden
of not having all the answers.
(This interview was taken by John Probhudan Biswas and
audio copy is available on our website.
visit ascm.org.au.)
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SCM Post: Is there a fire in the Church..? And by Church
I mean the traditional, a collective institutional form of
Christianity?
Peter Rollins: Is there a fire? You are probably referencing
pyro-theology what sometimes what my work is called. It
was actually inspired by a quote from the Spanish anarchist
Buenaventura Durutti. He said “The only Church that
illuminates is burning Church” and he meant it very much
except the church on fire. But of course there a double
meaning there because there is this idea of the burning
bush; church on fire that is not consumed. I want to yes
set fire to the Church but not as a destructive act. I am in
Australia right now and I know that you burn stuff because
that’s the only way for new life to come out. I believe
that what the prophet is at any point in the history of the
Church, prophet’s the one who burns up the church but
out of love. One of my favourite thinkers is John Caputo
and he says it like this: he says there is the confessional
church; not the church with all the rituals and the beliefs,
the church you see at the corner. He says it’s a beautiful
thing; it’s there with great people and it’s trying to harbour
something. Then he says there is radical theology. He says
radical theology isn’t an opposite to confessional theology.
Radical theology is what haunts confessional theology. It’s
what goes on inside the Church. He says you know what
may be we need to change things; look at something else;
burn away somethings and that’s always going on. So it’s
not like we have now found the answer two thousand years
after Christ. It’s saying we have to continually engage in
the burning so that new life can arise! The question for us,
and it’s a very hard question for us, is what do we need to
burn away today? Bonhoeffer had an answer to that. In his
letters and papers form prison he said question in the past
for Paul was whether circumcision had to be burnt away.
Get rid of that. And he says today the question is whether
religion is required for salvation, whether like theism and
atheism all that stuff is actually needed or do we need to
burn that away to find a different type of church; one that
is not about whether God exists or God doesn’t exist but
rather that is given wholly to the world in love.

SCM Post: Is there anything you want to say to the SCMers
or people who are involved with SCM in Australia?
Peter Rollins: Just that what you are doing is vitally
important. And SCM’s been around for a while and for
any organisation that has been around for while you know
you get tired. And you can kind of like look back to some
glory days in the past and go “ya you know it was good
and just tick along.” But SCM is needed more than ever,
not so much to offer an alternative just to people who are
in the Church; no, to offer an alternative to the people in
the world who think that they can get satisfaction from
latest drug, from the latest technology, from the latest
consumerist product. If you want freedom from that
tyranny, the tyranny of happiness, the tyranny of having to
always pursue happiness SCM can create a place where it
is like a.. Let’s call it a ‘desert’ in the ‘Oasis’. This little place
in oasis of life where we can ah! Just breathe! That is vitally
important. Be passionate about what you give. It’s good
news! It’s genuine good news!

NEWS FROM ACROSS THE
MOVEMENT
National and WSCF

New South Wales

In 2016 ASCM made submission to the government
inquiry into foreign policy for Australia. Particularly
recommending re-evaluation of its military alliance
with US. For details of the submission please visit
(http://dfat.gov.au/whitepaper/submissions/
documents/170228-597-Australian-Student-ChristianMovement-Incorporated.PDF

Joel Kelsey serves as our staff worker there, and has
held several activities at the University of Newcastle
Callaghan Campus which have been attended by both
students and staff of the University, as well as other
individuals outside.
This has involved on Mondays, meeting with students,
Tuesdays an interactive Art Therapy class (which has
been well attended), and Wednesdays the Explore
discussion group, which has been also well attended.
In addition to these activities, SCM Newcastle has also
sought to make linkages with other student groups on
campus, with the intent of fostering ecumenical and
interfaith dialogue on campus in the spirit of SCM in
ages past.

In May 2017, ASCM responded to call for submission
by the Referendum Council on its discussion paper
for a future referendum on constitutional recognition
of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People.
Details of the submission can be found here https://
www.referendumcouncil.org.au/discussion-papersubmission/1046

ASCM issued a statement on Marriage Equality. Destails
of the statement can be found here http://ascm.org.au/
article/ascm-statement-marriage-equality”
ASCM representatives have attended a few programs
from WSCF such as Regional Women’s Program in
Bangladesh, Timor Leste SCM for East Timore Mission,
WCC interfaith program Yatra in Indonesia, Regional
Committee Meeting in Bangkok, Thailand, Voices for
Justice Conference by MICAH Australia and 2 and 3rd
Ecumenical Roundtable organised by Australian Centre
for Christianity and Culture.

Western Australia

Western Australian SCM is a small group of current
and previous students (called ‘Friends’) who seek to
initiate/deepen members’ faith in God and in Jesus
Christ as friend and Saviour. This group, as it always
has, continues to foster the future leadership of the
Church.

On 18 June WA SCMers attended the wedding of former
SCM Development Worker for WA,
Kate Watts and Didier Ombrasine.
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East Timor program, Dili 2016
4 SCMers, as part of ASCM’s yearly program in Timor
Leste, visited Dili and talked with members of Timor
Leste SCM, attended some activities at university and
visited church organisations there.
They noted that Timor Leste was not active because all
members of the executive were no longer students and
much older, and there were no new members of management or funds to be more active. A lot of potential
members would join, if they have someone to manage.
Instead of sending further representatives to Timor
Leste, we decided in the 2017 AGM to start a program to help SCM Timor Leste to pay temporarily for
one part-time local staff to work for East Timor SCM,
depending on the funding from our senior friends
and donation. Also we will research the possibility of
opening a new SCM in Solomon Islands. We now have
a liaison officer for Solomon Islands, Esther Hora, one
of our staff workers for Queensland, who is from the
Solomons.
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NEWS FROM ACROSS THE
MOVEMENT
Queensland

Australian Capital Territory

Currently meeting quarterly with John Bretz as the
Convenor of the Area Council. With Esther Hora as the
SCM Links at QUT and Bart Seaton as the Secretary of
the Area Council SCM in Brisbane continues to have
strong links with Australian Progressive Christian
Voice. Regular informal group meet up also takes place
led by Esther over food and fellowship. Queensland
SCM also was present at the O’ week at the QUT and
sponsored Bart Seaton to attend the National Chaplain’s
Conference in 2016. “

ACT SCM became active again around 2015. We now
have a staff member there, Caity Cameron, who is a
student at ANU and has worked with the support of
senior friends Chris Ledger and Robert Tulip. The
original group were mostly international students who
have now all graduated and returned back to their own
countries, but ACT SCM still have a few local members
and many senior friends. Caity works together with the
chaplain from ANU, David Griffin and has attended a
few programs like Palestine vigil.

Victoria
Henrike Brussaard finished her work at the end of
2016 and Victorian committee decided to go into 2017
without a paid worker. Main activity in Victoria has
been the monthly bible studies which includes Jim
Richardson, a very senior friend, and a new Sri Lankan
SCMer who is delighted to be in an SCM community
again.

We are currently involved in a dialogue with a Muslim
group who have called themselves ‘Muslims for
Progressive values’, though now moving to change their
name to the more neutral ‘Muslim Collective’. They
hold a fortnightly study of the Qoran. Four of our group
attended a recent session.
Victorian SCM now has its own bank account and
welcomes all donations. Victorian SCM looks forward
to spending these funds on sponsoring Vic. youth to
engage and learn in regional ecumenical leadership
programs like YATRA (interested people take note!).

ACT will also hold a senior friends’ reunion on Sunday
3 December at 12pm, at the Australian Centre for
Christianity and Culture, with a bring and share picnic
lunch

QLD SCM

Vic SCM

ACT SCM

South Australia
In 2016, we employed Kingson Selvaraj to examine
whether we could re-establish a branch in South
Australia. Kingson was originally from Indian SCM. He
also works as a school chaplain.

WSCF AP Senior Friends Meeting
David Gill represented us at a WSCF Asia Pacific meeting in November 2016 for senior friends with WSCF experience to talk about how to solve WSCF AP’s financial
future.

Andika Mongilala, our national treasurer, attended the
Global Youth Conference in Manado, Indonesia, held by
Indonesian SCM and WSCF Asia Pacific. Many SCMs attended. Indonesian senior friends sponsored his airfare
to attend this program.
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Regional Committee Meeting, WSCF Asia Pacific, 2017, Bangkok.

AUSTRALIAN STUDENT
CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT
ASCM is committed to creating safe spaces
where students can grapple with issues of faith
and social justice in an open and inclusive
environment offering opportunities to pray, reflect
and engage locally as part of a national and
global movement.
Like what we do?
Get involved. There are many ways you can do so:
Become an active member.
-If you are a student, chaplain or member of the academic community join us by making contact
with one of our regional project workers or area council or national coordinator.
Not a student or member of the academic community?
- become a friend even if you don’t have time to actively participate. Hold us in your personal
or community prayers and please let us know so that we can keep you informed about what is
happening across the movement.
None or all of the above and you wish us well?
- You can become a supporter you can do this either by offering financial support or other ways
you think you can ie talk about us, direct us to resources that might be helpful in growing and
strengthening the movement.
Make a bequest
-One of the reasons we’ve been able to operate in Australia, and show solidarity with other SCM’s
in the Region, is through generous bequests of Friends. Over the past years we have received
several bequests, which have assisted greatly in allowing us to live the vision of SCM.
Please remember the ASCM when you are considering what to do with your estate, we rely
heavily on the Trust Fund each year to help us survive and grow.
Please visit http://ascm.org.au/ support-ascm for more details.
For more information
Please subscribe to our mailing list via
ascm.org.au
Visit and like our facebook page at
Facebook.com/AustralianStudentChristianMovement
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