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WHO ARE MY HEROES?
I sit here typing this article in my parent’s
importance away somewhere into the
lounge room, about to see the premiere of
future.
the Heroes TV series, and with a game CD of
As I’ve thought about this topic over the
X-Men™: The Official Game, in the CD-Rom
past few weeks, I’ve come to the
drive of my laptop. My concept of heroes
understanding that heroes humanise
was strongly shaped by the Marvel
people, whereas villains de-humanise
collectors’ cards and books that were all the
people. With this in mind, we enact heroism
rage in 1982 when I was in year two.
or villainy in our everyday life. I
Heroes were those who answered the
remember hearing Dave Andrews
call for help when they were the
speaking a couple of years ago
only ones who were able to
about this sort of thing. (I hope
render that assistance due to
I’ve got it mostly right): He
some superhuman powers. There
had an opportunity to go
were only a few who were gifted (or
to the Middle East and
burdened?) with such superpowers.
be involved with the
Some chose to misuse their powers
official peace process, as
and became the ultimate villains, but
someone had finished
the goodies were always better
their term, or retired, or
because everyone
something. He thought ‘ooh
Superheroes
Superheroes gave every little
knows the good
goody, now’s the time for me
boy hope that one day they
guys always win,
to shine and make a name for myself.
would be special enough
never go bad and
I can be somebody. Headline: Dave
have no faults.
saves the Middle East’. His all-wise wife
Ange responded by asking him who would
Playground arguments were about who was
going to be Spiderman, Superman and
look after the people in the Brisbane church
Batman, and who had the best powers.
that they are involved in, a church that is
Either way it was always little boys playing
welcoming to people with mental illness,
games, with no understanding of the
and to people from lower socio-economic
violence involved: BANG, POW, PAFF, YOW,
areas. She added that there would always
OOF! I recently came across a website which
be a queue of people lining up to try
listed all of the Marvel superheroes and
brokering peace in the Middle East, but who
their stories. It also had a list of the best
would come and do this local hard work?
superpowers. I think I liked Wolverine’s
Huh! How about that!?! Maybe heroism is
healing powers the best of all. The way he
not about the big things, but about how we
could keep taking a whipping and still just
treat the little things.
stand up, crick his neck, take a deep breath
I’ll finish with something I came across a
and keep going struck a stoic chord in me.
couple of years ago. I love Michael Leunig’s
Superheroes gave every little boy hope that
work because it always challenges me. He
one day they would be special enough to
did a drawing of some people on top of a
make a difference to the world around
lonely hill, at what looks like a war
them. Later as we grew up, we found that
monument, which has an inscription on the
we weren’t ‘blessed’ with superpowers, and
side. It says: ‘To the memory of those who
were relieved that we didn’t have to do
faced their inner demons in the great
anything to fix the world: that’s someone
struggle for freedom and peace.’ Who are
else’s job, someone with powers. One day
our real heroes? In the words of the song:
I’ll be important and be somebody’s hero.
We could be heroes.
What a disappointing dream, casting our
Tyson Menck is studying a Masters in IT &
Sustainabilty at Murdoch Uni, Perth.
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DISTINGUISHING HEROES, LEADERS, TYRANTS AND VILLAINS
VILLAINS
are doing is reinforcing that first
I’ve been studying for an MBA (Masters of
assumption, not actually explaining what it
Business Administration) for the last two
is about the two approaches to leadership
years, and something incredible related to
that make one of them ‘bad’ and the other
heroes and leaders struck me in my first
‘good’. It is like saying that you must stop at
year. There we were, a group of articulate,
a red traffic light because it is red, and you
intelligent and experienced MBA students
are allowed to proceed through a green
(supposedly!), having a vigorous classroom
traffic
light
discussion with our lecturer about
because
it
is
leadership, but when it came to trying to
green. In fact, the
distinguish between the sort of leadership
reason why you
embodied by Hitler as opposed to Gandhi
must stop at a red
we were unable to come up with a robust
traffic light is not
distinction to separate
the two. Everything we
because it is red,
but because it
proposed could be
relates to right of
applied
equally
as
way: others are
validly to Hitler as to
relying on you to
Gandhi: commitment,
stop since that is the rules of the traffic light
communication, vision,
game; if you do not stop, you may cause an
courage, the desire to
accident by breaching those rules. That is
make a difference and
the real reason why you must stop at a red
so on. About the best
traffic light, not because (somewhat
we could do was to say
arbitrarily) red ended up being the signifier
that one of them was
of that particular rule about who has right of
bad and the other good, in a moral sense.
way. In the same way, saying that Gandhi is
Hence their goals, bad in one case and good
a hero (a good leader) because he is good
in the other, were innately the reason for the
and Hitler a villain (a bad
difference in the quality of their
leader) because he is bad is to
leadership, or their right to be
Saying that Gandhi is
apply labels without identifying
considered
a
hero.
The
a hero (a good
what is signified underneath
dissatisfying thing about that
leader) because he is
those labels. So how do we get
approach to what separates
good
and
Hitler
a
beyond this circularity problem?
desirable
from
undesirable
First we also need to clarify the
leaders, and by extension makes
villain (a bad leader)
one a hero and the other a because he is bad is to issue of relativism.
villain, is the circularity and
The relativism problem is
apply labels without
relativism of using notions of
summed up by the expression,
identifying what is
morality to define the realm of
‘One person’s terrorist is
leadership.
signified underneath
another
person’s
freedom

those labels.
fighter’. I do not truly believe
This debate should be familiar to
that this statement is in itself a
nearly everyone. The Hitler vs
valid assertion on which to base a
Gandhi thing comes up time and again, yet
consideration of moral action, but
how much progress do we make towards
philosophically it is a perfectly valid
articulating why one is ‘bad’ and the other
assertion about the names we assign to
‘good’? Circularity arises if reference is
phenomena in the world. A person who
made to good and bad as distinguishers
happens to lead a group of terrorists, or
because we start from the assumption that
fascists, could well be a leader, and may be
a hero is good and a villain bad, so all we
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considered a hero. In like manner, a group
of freedom fighters, or civil rights activists,
could be led by a leader/hero, because the
moral frames of reference for each group,
and for outside observers, will determine
who is considered a terrorist and who a
freedom fighter. However, this does not help
us get beyond those very frames of
reference.

hardship, but the thing which sustains the
hero leader is a vision which is inclusive.
The putative lone hero of romance literature
can keep his white horse, his shining
armour and the devotion of his maiden.
Heroes who would lead others must offer a
vision which is not restricted to classes,
groups or cliques. Unlike the wartime trio of
Hitler, Stalin and Mussolini, who cultivated
favourites and deliberately set one group
What further distinctions could be made
against another to strengthen their grip on
about leader/heroes to create space
power and to rally the worst in people’s
between the goodies and the baddies, given
fears and insecurities, Gandhi had a vision
that the frame of reference may change?
which was open to all and which sought to
Had I been a black South
unite, not divide, peoples.
African in the 1970s or
Two considerations may
Could we certainly not say
1980s,
my
frame
of
the same thing of Jesus
help
us
define
the
desirable
ble
desira
reference could have been
Christ, of Christ’s vision as
leadership of a hero from
vastly different from that of
open to all?
a white South African, or
even a white female British
prime minister. Can we ever
get beyond frames of
reference and break out of
the circularity problem?

the undesirable leadership of
a tyrant. The first is whether
the leader offers an inclusive
vision or an exclusive one.
The second is from what
level of being the person is
operating: the level of self,
or the level of the universal.
universal.

Two considerations may
help us define the desirable
leadership of a hero from
the undesirable leadership
of a tyrant. The first is whether the leader
offers an inclusive vision or an exclusive
one. The second is from what level of being
the person is operating: the level of self, or
the level of the universal.

Let’s take each consideration in turn. Firstly:
vision. People consistently rate vision as a
hallmark of a leader. Leaders have vision.
Leaders successfully share that vision with
others. Leaders inspire others to transform
that vision into reality. They do so using
vastly different styles of leadership. All of
this is pretty uncontroversial, but the varying
styles of leadership tend to confuse us. We
find it easier to perceive the differences,
than the similarities, between leaders
whose styles are as different as Winston
Churchill, Mahatma Gandhi, Abraham
Lincoln and Jesus Christ.
The leader as hero is a figure facing great
odds. Heroism is born in the crucible of

Secondly, there is the level at
which a leader operates as a
human. Knowledge of this
can be accessed using a
number of tools, many of
them based in psychology
and social theory. One useful
emerging field of study in the
world of management is
drawn from the work of R.
Barrett, who distinguishes a number of
levels of individual consciousness and then
applies them to corporations1. Cowan &
Todorovic relate levels of thought, both
individual and corporate, to different colours
for ease of association.2 What both of them
set out is the distinction between living life
at the level of self, where one’s goals,
aspirations and concerns are shaped by a
primary concern for the ego and ‘making it’
in the world of survival, and living life at a
higher level, of concern for family,
1

Barrett, R. 1998, ‘Seven levels of
organizational consciousness’, in Liberating
the Corporate Soul: Building a Visionary
Organization. Butterworth-Heinemann, Boston,
pp. 55-72.

2

Cowan, C. & Todorovic, N. 2000, ‘Spiral
dynamics: the layers of human values in
strategy’, Strategy & Leadership, vol. 28, no.
1, pp. 4-11.
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community, organisations, the world, and
even the universe/cosmos.

Who inspires you?

Leaders who truly are heroes, and not villains, have an inclusive
vision and operate at a universal level. They have transcended living
at the level of the individual self, and instead seek to make a
contribution to the quality of life of all peoples, and indeed to
transform the quality of life itself. Many argue that Hitler did have a
grand vision that went beyond himself and involved the
transformation of the world, or at least certainly of Europe, but
although the sphere of operations Hitler conceived was larger than
himself, his leadership activities were at heart all about Hitler the
man. They were about his grasp for power, his desire to dominate,
and his tyrannical choice to live out a life based on the gratification,
enlargement and fulfilment of his self using an exclusive approach,
not the transformation of the quality of life for all peoples inclusively.
If you doubt that, just ask a Jew, a gypsy, a communist, a homosexual
or any one of many other groups of persecuted people what they
think about it.
David Pearson (SCM WA, now in VIc) has recently completed his MBA
and is preparing to move to the UK.

Biblical Heroism vs Wordly Heroism
Heroism

Check out
http://www.myhero.com/

for a gallery of heroes
and how they have
inspired people. You can
add your own heroes
and comment on those
already listed. It is a
wide-ranging collection,
with categories such as
‘freedom’, ‘scientists’,
‘earthkeepers’, ‘artists’,
as well as non-famous
people who are heroes
to those who know them
[eg. ‘child’, ‘teachers’,
‘faith’ and ‘family’]

Wordly heroism is all about what you do. These heroes are the ones who manage to
conquer nations, or who rescue people or who overcome some personal battle.
In contrast, I think biblical heroism is a character trait of trust in God.
Who’s that Hero? Can you identify all 19 heroes pictured
The biblical heroes I identify with the most are probably Peter and David. David:
on the front cover of this edition of JG? ASCM is giving away $50
because he made lots of mistakes but said he was sorry, earnestly, and also because he
and a year of JG to the person who submits the most correct
was very honest with God. Peter: because he starts out very differently to who he
answers, together with a description of one of your own heroes and
becomes, and he matures slowly. You can really follow his journey of maturing,
why they inspire you.
especially throughout Acts. Another hero I really love is Gideon because he lets God
Send entries to: jged@ascm.org.au by midnight 28 February 2007
be his hero.
with full name and postal address.
I think that
is what
the essence
Christianofheroism
Correct
answers
and a ofselection
‘my has to be: relying on God for
everything
andentries
also giving
back
to God,
hero’
will beeverything
printed in the
next
JG. including all the glory. Hence a
Christian hero might go totally unnoticed because they have made their ‘ambition to
lead a quiet life’, as Paul said.

Who’s that Hero?

Can you identify all 19 heroes pictured
on the front cover of this edition of JG? ASCM is giving away $50
and a year of JG to the person who submits the most correct answers,
together with a description of one of your own heroes (‘my hero’)
and why they inspire you.

Send entries headed ‘Who’s that Hero?’ to: jged.at.ascm.org.au by WA
midnight 28 Feb 07 with name & postal address.

Correct answers and a selection of ‘my hero’
entries will be printed in the next JG.
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Win $50

& a year of JG

Saskia Hewitt
UWA
Where the number of
correct answers is
equal, the prize will be
awarded on the basis
of answer to the ‘my
hero’ questions. Judge’s
decisions are final.
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CHRISTIAN HEROES: JUST A LOT OF DEAD GOOD-PEOPLE?
Heroes are those whose impacts on us are so
1. Its heroes, called saints, must be dead.
great that they become personal motivators
2. Their being designated as saints is at the
for what we aspire to be or do. They are
end of a long and carefully defined
figures of faith as well as fact.
process of fact and faith.
People and societies seem to need such
3. The Church has its ‘royal family’ of Jesus,
people to function properly and meet the
Mary, Peter, Paul and the other disciples
continual challenges that life throws up at us,
and apostles.
and because life is many-faceted, many
4. The (more or less) contemporary
different types of heroes exist side by side.
documentation on this ‘family’, primarily
There are family, military, humanitarian and
the Holy Bible, although incomplete and
sporting heroes, just to mention a few. Some
sometimes
contradictory, is itself, by faith,
heroes, such as ‘Weary’ Dunlop, are
given
a type of heroic status.
universally admired. Others, such as
Heroes are those
5. Others, not (yet) accorded
Shane Warne or Karl Marx, are very
whose
impacts
sainthood, are accorded role
controversial. In fact, heroes can just
model status, again after careful
on us are so
as readily divide as inspire.
processing, and variously called
great that they
Heroes can wax and wane with the
‘blessed’, ‘venerable’, ‘doctor’, etc.
times. Adolph Hitler, once an
become personal They are not mentioned in the
inspiration to tens of millions is now
motivators for
Bible and their lives include
almost universally reviled. Mao Tse
evidence that may possibly be
what we aspire
Tung, now revealed to have a spotty
open
to
less
favourable
past, is being seriously re-evaluated by
to be or do.
interpretation.
the Chinese, and his heroic status will
6. Our Christian heroes, most especially
almost certainly diminish. Other heroes, like
Jesus, are brought before us by regular
Ozymandeus, simply fade away.
ritual,
especially
sacraments
and
Some heroes are blown up figures or simply
preaching.
Schools,
church
buildings,
and
inventions. Horst Wessel, the NAZI hero, was a
so on are named after them.
drunken thug, grotesquely transformed. Ern
Does this systematic ‘playing safe’ approach
O’Malley never existed. Indeed, such figures
take away from the wonderful experience of
are obvious examples of the need for heroes
adoring
Elvis, Bradman, or Bonhoeffer? Or,
to be supported by the media of the times. A
especially,
Jesus?! Of course, with faith comes
hero whom nobody knows about is a hero
risk,
to
us
and to our heroes. Unfortunately
known only to God.
this
risk
in
the
heroism stakes is very high. A
There are great dangers attributing heroic
blink, and Oscar Wilde, Jimmy Swaggart, the
status to people whilst they are still alive. Only
priestly pederast and company are gone. With
royal figures can safely have entities named
them can go very many shattered faiths and
after them in their lifetimes. Princes Margaret
lives.
Hospital will not be renamed despite her
Perhaps the Church is right to have its gallery
revealed
weaknesses.
However,
how
of dead and processed heroes. For those of
embarrassing for a community to have a
us in the Faith this shadowy ‘company of the
prominent place named after a public figure
dead’ is not that at all. They are alive, woven
now residing in gaol!
around us in a wonderful fellowship to which
All this applies to our personal heroes. The
our faith in Jesus, the Son of God, has
aunt, priest, coach or teacher we idolise is, as
admitted us.
we, a sinner, and at any time likely to burst
the balloon.
Our community in Christ, our Church, has
addressed our need for reputable heroes in
this way:

Barrie Baker is Chair of the
ASCM WA Area Council.
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Fiction

TO THE SEA

Odyssey, 10.1: Next we reached Aeolia, a floating island... Around it runs an impenetrable wall
of bronze, and cliffs rise up in a sheer face of rock.
Revelation 21.6: To the thirsty I will give water without price from the fountain of the water of
life
James Cook: Do just once what others say you can't do, and you will never pay attention to their
limitations again… I had ambition not only to go farther than any one had been before, but as
far as it was possible for man to go...
forward to checking out the submerged
Ulysses, Jesus Christ, Captain James Cook…
coast and the old cities, and catching up
As Aeolia approached California, Michael
with friends who had not yet made the move
Humboldt contemplated his heroes. Ulysses,
to the ocean. San Francisco was relatively
the legendary contact point with the original
okay compared to New York or New Orleans,
floating islands of Atlantis; Christ, the
where massive new levees made you feel
inspiration for John’s visionary predictions in
like King Canute standing against the power
Revelation that had been a mystery for so
of the tide, and poor places like the river
long but were now so clear; and Cook,
deltas of Bangladesh and Vietnam were now
equally reviled and lauded for his amazing
completely under the sea.
six months in a leaky boat bound for Botany
Bay. Drifting slowly eastward on the North
Michael Humboldt had led the team that
Pacific current, the floating island was
designed and built Aeolia, the first of
nearly in view of the USA once again. The
hundreds of floating islands now dotting the
tall buildings at the eastern end of Aeolia
oceans of planet earth. He had lived on
were full of people wanting a first glimpse of
Aeolia for twenty five years, since soon after
land after more than two years in the deep
the decision to colonize the oceans as part
ocean. Michael had joined the crowd.
of the response to climate change. Global
warming and sea level rise had arrived with
It was early afternoon on a sunny summer
bigger, faster and more furious impacts
day, 27 August 2041, two years since Aeolia
than anyone had really imagined. It looked
had left Japan. Travelling only slightly faster
like the move to the sea would be
than the sedate fifteen kilometres per day of
permanent. ‘We are the new whales’
the current, the giant island was now on its
Michael had once said, reflecting on the
fifth circuit of the North Pacific Ocean since
gradual evolutionary shift of the cetaceans
its launch from Papua New Guinea in 2015.
from land to sea some fifty million years
Michael was looking forward to a month or
ago. Humans might not grow fins and take
two on land while the island made its way
to the water, but we would use technology to
down the California coastal current. He
colonise the ocean.
wanted to see for himself how the old
coastline had changed, now that the waters
Aeolia was named after the floating island
of the Pacific were five metres higher than
described by Homer in the Odyssey, the
in his childhood.
ancient story of the travels of the hero
Ulysses home from Troy around the
The problems of sea level rise and climate
Mediterranean. Some people liked to
change had been the big stories of world
imagine the old Aeolia as the last remnant
politics for decades. Around San Francisco,
of the ancient sea-based civilization of
the early decision had been made to focus
on the move to the sea. The big San
Atlantis which was destroyed in the flood.
Some even believed the civilization of
Andreas quake of 2023 showed there was
Atlantis was built on floating islands in the
no choice. Michael thought of the old
open ocean, and these were lost without
beaches and ports he had grown up with,
trace in the flood, apart from the hidden
now lost forever under the waves. He looked
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remnants of their high technology in
immense project of
the pyramids of Egypt. Whatever the
transforming our own
truth behind these myths, Aeolia was
blue planet.
the name for the first modern
A key to ocean dam
floating island.
technology
was
a
Surrounded at the ocean surface by
mechanism
to
a solid barrier of reinforced concrete
increase capacity by
providing protection from the waves,
adding material to the
Aeolia’s dam was held in a flexible
sub-surface
barrier.
fabric sack under the water inside
Some dams used a
the surface wall. This sack was like a
seamless fabric bag,
big wine cask, an impermeable
like a plastic bin liner.
container enclosing fresh water at depth
Others used straight fabric walls connected
below the level of the waves, in the deep
at each corner by zippers to enclose the
stillness of the ocean, and above the ocean
fresh water in the dam. Michael liked to
surface for one fortieth of its volume. Fresh
compare these options to the Cambrian
water is 2.5% lighter than salt water, so
evolutionary explosion 540 million years
ocean dams float like icebergs. For each
ago, when dozens of weird and wonderful
kilometre of depth, the fresh water surface
creatures evolved only to be out-competed
rises 25 metres above the ocean surface.
by those which were most adaptive to the
Aeolia, with its three kilometre depth, rose
earth’s ecology. Time would tell what the
75 metres above the sea. The freshwater
most adaptive designs would be for ocean
dams beneath Aeolia were steadily growing
dams.
in size as new water was harvested from the
The biggest problem had proven to be
continual rain of the North Pacific. Its dams
tsunamis. All dams were built to
now
held
fifteen
withstand a one in a million year
Fresh water is 2.5% lighter
teralitres in the vast
storm, so hurricanes and tornados
fabric sacks beneath
than salt water, so ocean
just blew over the top. Collision with
the ocean surface.
sea mounts or islands was easily
dams float like icebergs.
avoided by the dam’s steering
Thinking in teralitres
(cubic kilometers or trillions of litres) was a
systems now that all the oceans were fully
massive scale compared to the old land
mapped. After several early dams were
based water technologies. Even a teralitre
ruptured by tsunamis, the response systems
was still tiny against the mighty size of the
were upgraded so only the biggest seismic
world oceans. 115 million square kilometers
event, like a repeat of the San Andreas
of planet earth is covered by water, at an
quake, would sink a dam directly in its path.
average depth of 3.8 kilometres. The
Some people believed a series of giant
oceans occupy 71% of the planet’s surface,
tsunamis had wiped out Atlantis. Michael
containing roughly half a billion cubic
was rather old-fashioned about this sort of
kilometres of water in total. Michael liked to
talk and preferred to stick to empirical
muse about these orders of magnitude. The
scientific topics rather than speculation
world was adding one teralitre of ocean dam
about mythology.
per day. At this rate it would take the best
The simple principles of ocean dam
part of half a million years to cover the
technology had led to the biggest change in
whole ocean with fresh water to a depth of
human history. Once people started to really
one kilometer, not that anyone would ever
explore the possibilities of the basic
want to do that. Planning for the next fifty
principle that fresh water floats on salt
years was more than enough. Ideas about
water, a whole new age had begun, wetting
terraforming Mars had given way to the
down the earth, managing and restoring the
global climate, taking pressure off
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Mexico and along to Colombia, and then
ecosystems of land, sea and air, using the
head southwest on the current to Tahiti, or
ocean currents like arteries, and making
further west to New Jerusalem or on to
good use of the world ocean. A new skin
Australia. Changing course was still only
was being added to the earth, a
favoured by a minority, but a decision would
hydrosphere, a steadily growing lens of fresh
be needed within the year.
water between the atmosphere and the
earth. Some thought it ironic that the new
The building of New Jerusalem on twelve
age of Aquarius was really turning out to be
ocean dams at the polar opposite point of
the time of the water bearers.
the globe from old
Fresh water was proving the vital
Jerusalem
had
Just as control of petroleum
suddenly made the
had been the big prize of the
commodity to lubricate world
predictions
of
world economy in the twentieth
politics in the new millennium
Revelation
crystal
century, fresh water was
clear. Thankfully, the judgment had turned
proving the vital commodity to lubricate
out to be more about forgiveness and
world politics in the new millennium. The
reconciliation than punishment – rupture
Amazon River was especially productive.
rather than rapture - and the fearful stories
One percent of its flow was captured in big
of the apocalypse had proved largely
pipes at the river mouth. With annual flow of
unfounded. But that is another story…
5000 teralitres, the Amazon provided one
quarter of total world river flows and was by
There were big reasons for Aeolia not to
far the biggest source. The Congo, Orinoco
leave the North Pacific. Repeating the visits
and Yangtze came in next with 13%
to East Asia and the USA provided regularity
between them, followed by another thirty
in the life of the island and its evolving
rivers each flowing at a rate of more than
economy and ecosystems, especially with
one
hundred
the valuable water trade to
teralitres
per
California and China and the
year. With new
management of the North
islands being
Pacific biofuel plantations.
built every day
Aeolia’s forests had been
around
the
chosen to cope with warm years
world,
the
traveling west along the equator
variety
of
followed by cool years traveling
places to visit
east from Japan past Alaska.
was becoming
The argument for heading south
almost
this time was that Aeolia’s deep
unlimited,
water could be sold in
including
California, reducing the island
wildlife refuges,
depth to about one kilometre. But Michael
airports, sporting and cultural centres, and
did not agree. If others wanted to take off to
of course the immense agricultural fields.
the Southern Ocean or up the Atlantic, they
could pod off a small island from Aeolia’s
Aeolia was a very pleasant place to live, as
island construction port and good luck to
its technology, its location and its political
them.
systems had made it immensely wealthy.
Michael had supported the decision to base
The first prototype ocean dam, built off
Aeolia permanently in the North Pacific. Now
Australia in 2010, was twenty metres in
they were nearing California, he looked
diameter. The chosen site was in the open
forward to turning west at Los Angeles and
ocean in water about two kilometers deep.
heading across to Asia again, although calls
The surface wall was a circular concrete ring
were now being heard to push the island
with steel rod reinforcing, curved in at the
into the Central American current past
top like an upside down J. The outer wall
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was fifteen metres high, and the inner curve
of the concrete came down about five
metres from the high point of the wall. The
process to fill the dam began by laying a
round sheet of waterproof fabric on the
ocean inside the ring. This sheet was
protected from the waves by the concrete
ring which moved up and down with the
swell. Fresh water was barged to the dam
and pumped on to the sheet. A continuous
vertical cylinder of fabric was stitched
around the base sheet where it met the
inner concrete wall, holding the fresh water
in an impervious flexible container. As the
volume of fresh water pumped into the dam
increased, the base sheet pushed lower into
the ocean. More and more fabric was added
to increase the height and width of the
cylinder until the base was one hundred
metres under the surface. The fabric bag
expanded to fifty metres in diameter below
the surface, holding a volume of almost two
hundred megalitres of fresh water. Once the
dam was filled, the fresh water container
was stable enough to support the concrete
surface barrier, and to enable construction
of a stable platform on top.
After this prototype was successfully built,
interest in the new idea exploded. The next
big event floated a cubic kilometre of water
from Milford Sound in New Zealand around
Antarctica to Perth in Australia, with the
ocean current providing energy for
transport. The unit cost was way below
desalination, completely changing the
economics and politics of the water
industry. Big new water storage dams,
sourced from New Zealand, became
permanent features of the ocean near Perth
and Adelaide, providing a big economic
boost after the uncertainty of the previous
reliance on land based technology. Fresh
water from New Zealand was now filling
Lake Eyre in Central Australia.
A series of failed wars in the early twenty
first century had led to widespread anger at
the military approach to security, while also
creating interest in realistic alternatives. A
view became widespread that Revelation,
especially chapters 13 and 18, predicted

the role of the USA. The political demand
was for practical ways to cooperate
peacefully on a global basis. Ocean dams
fitted the bill perfectly, now that money
formerly used for weaponry was directed to
the real security threat posed by global
warming.
There were so many areas to research.
Some of the main fields were water
transport
and treatment, controlling
movement of the dam in the ocean current,
and use of energy from sun, wind and waves
to speed the island’s movement, power its
industries and capture carbon. Most of the
world’s biggest rivers now had pipelines out
to sea to capture excess water in ocean
dams. The inlets were placed at sufficient
height to only take river water when flow
rose above a defined ecological level. It
suddenly became possible to capture
coastal rain, and people had more than
enough free water than they could ever use.
Water restrictions became a thing of the
past.
The top of the dam provided a stable
foundation for construction of airports,
factories, farms, housing, seaports, offices
and sewerage works. The optimum dam
depth for residential tower construction was
two hundred metres, allowing each cubic
kilometer of captured fresh water to provide
for up to five square kilometres of new
housing, often in towers one hundred
stories high surrounded by parks. Ocean
dams provided a solution for the
longstanding problem of finding suitable
sites for new airports, moving aircraft noise
away from populated areas and releasing
valuable city land. Fresh water sleeves
provided buoyancy for undersea road and
train tunnels between dams and the
mainland.
Shallow auxiliary dams were developed for
irrigated agriculture, biofuel, industrial
construction and sewage treatment.
Agricultural land was built on ocean dams
as shallow as twenty metres, mainly for
biofuel for carbon capture. As a result, the
world was beginning to restore the
atmospheric balance so badly distorted by
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fossil fuel era, providing abundant energy,
fossil carbon emissions. A teralitre of new
food and material. The dams also enabled
water could provide for fifty square
much more scrutiny of fishing on the high
kilometers of agricultural dams, and the
seas, to the fishes’ great benefit. Fish could
new methods of hydroponic horticulture
quite easily swim around these new objects,
were putting this new land to full productive
which in reality were relatively small
use. The phase-out of fossil fuels began in
compared to the immensity of the oceans.
2018. Between carbon taxes, climate
Dams also served as wildlife sanctuaries,
impact, abundant renewable energy and the
providing secure habitat for previously
high value of plastics, petroleum and coal
endangered animals.
were far too valuable and dangerous to
burn. It was hard to believe the twentieth
The really big climate impact came from
century had squandered fossil fuels so
biofuel for sequestration. By pumping
wantonly.
carbon into the deep ocean trenches for
storage the carbon dioxide level in the
The shallow biofuel dams had a layer of soil
atmosphere was returning to normal.
on top about one metre deep. The weight of
Instead of the sunlight entering
the soil on the water
the ocean and heating it up,
provided enough pressure
Between carbon taxes,
vast
quantities of energy were
for natural irrigation via
climate impact, abundant
now stored through the biofuel
standpipes tapping the
renewable energy and the
farms. Ocean based agriculture
reservoir. As Revelation
high
value
of
plastics,
was entirely controlled and
had
predicted,
water
scientific, enabling most land
without price from the
petroleum and coal were far
based farms to revert to natural
fountain of the water of
too valuable and dangerous
habitats.
life.
to burn. It was hard to
New
innovations
were
Rivers such as the
believe the twentieth
continually emerging. Use of
Amazon and the Yangtze
century had squandered
wave
energy
for
power
sent vast quantities of silt
fossil
generation was a major area of
out to sea. Pipes took dirty
fossil fuels so wantonly.
research. Systems to store
water from these rivers
rainwater were developed, including
into ocean based water treatment works,
rainwater collection ships with big collector
big operations which divided the raw water
plates. In high rainfall ocean locations, rain
into products including drinking water, dam
was collected through buoys fixed in place
water and soil for the ‘lily pad’ agricultural
above a small ocean dam. These buoys
dams. There was big need for more silt for
pumped water to big dams passing nearby
crop dams. Carbon in the atmosphere was
on the ocean current.
still over 400 parts per million, and the plan
was to reduce it back to the historic norm of
‘Land ho’ called a voice. All eyes in the high
280 ppm within fifty years. By 2040, crop
towers of Aeolia focused on the smudge of
dam
dimensions
were
approaching
brown and green on the eastern horizon.
thousands of square kilometers, mainly
Finally, Michael could see California, right
located in the stable areas at the centre of
on schedule, coming up in the east like the
the big oceans. These crops sucked out the
golden dawn.
carbon added to the atmosphere during the
Robert Tulip is an ASCM Friend in Canberra

ASCM believes caring for our world is an intrinsic part of the call to live as God’s people. Our national executive
meetings in Brisbane in January began a process of attempting to operate ASCM with zero carbon emissions, through
minimizing carbon usage and financially supporting ecological reconstruction initiatives to ‘offset’ the carbon we do use. This
matter will be further discussed at our National Conference in Perth in July, which will explore the theme ‘Habitat’, and we
are hopeful of establishing a holistic and sustainable operating policy to do our bit towards combating global warming.
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We are…. ACTIVE!

Have
you
been
wondering what you can do to make a difference?
Well, it’s not too late. Here we bring you a variety of
idea snacks to chew on and get the initiative flowing…
1. Organic /
Fair-trade Food

Buying fair-trade promotes a
more equitable deal for
producers worldwide, whilst
organic food aims to reduce the
harmful impact of food
production
socially
and
environmentally. With this
scrumptious recipe you can bring
all these ideas right down to
your own kitchen… for you or
to share with friends.
Banana ChocChoc-Chic Muffins
2 extra ripe bananas

investigate where your bananas
come from: are they local?
2 tsp baking powder
1/2 tsp cinnamon
1 cup chocolate chips

buy a fair-trade block
and chop into pieces
2 1/4 cup flour

organic flour is available
at most supermarkets
1 cup packed brown sugar

fair-trade or locally produced
1/2 cup butter, melted
1 tsp vanilla
1/2 cup chopped walnuts
2 eggs

free range for happier chickens
Preheat oven to 200°C. Puree
bananas. Measure 1 cup into a
medium size bowl. Add eggs,
sugar, melted butter and vanilla.
Mix until well blended. Add flour,
baking powder and cinnamon. Stir
in chips and nuts. Mix until just
blended. Spoon into well-greased
muffin tins or use cupcake liners.
Bake at 200°C for 25-30 minutes.
Makes about 16 muffins.

2. Gift basket for an MP
What better way to inspire and enthuse your
local federal member (or senator) to learn
about and take action to achieve the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs),
than to provide them a basket of gifts? Each
gift relates to one of the eight MDGs and is
a powerful symbol of the challenge and hope
that these goals represent. We would like to
see every MP in Australia receive a gift
basket from a group in their electorate.
Prepare each gift with a tag, naming the goal
on the front and what the gift represents on
the back. For example…
Gift: A jar of rice. This gift is to represent
the 800 million people who go to bed hungry

each day, despite the fact that there is more
than enough food in the world to feed
everyone. (MDG 1 is to eradicate extreme
poverty and hunger).
To find out more about the MDGs check
out www.micahchallenge.org.au

3. Remember those
exploited before God
Scales of justice
Our choice could
tip the balance
in favour of the poor
and lighten the load
of those weighed down
We could level inequality
and distribute warehouse mountains
Share out the wealth
that was never ours to hoard
Turn the tables
On those who play
the markets
We could stockpile generosity
And speculate in hope
Sell up our shares in selfishness
And settle for the dividends
of solidarity
For added value
build portfolios of justice
Or an ISA in the growth
of the kingdom of God
Buy shares in trust and act in faith
Risk our securities to find a richer life
May the percentage of our interest
In people rise,
And may we be the prophets
of hope.
Stanes, S. 2006,
from http://www.cafod.org.uk,
(accessed 28 Jan 2007)

4. Ride a bike

Avoid all those
nasty traffic jams,
appease your
carbonconscience,
reduce our oil
dependency & get
exercise all at the
same time… When was the last time you rode that bike stashed
away in the garage? (If it was a long time ago… check out
www.cheekytransport.com.au for tips, OR
www.criticalmass.org.au for regular rides to participate in.)
More ideas to come next issue; All suggestions welcome…
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Past Events

A PROPHETIC VOICE

A friend informed me of a conversation he
had recently in which the other person
argued that Christians were not to be
concerned with ethical issues (global issues
such as war, poverty, injustice) but rather
personal morality (the behaviour of an
individual). It makes far more sense to me
that Christians should be especially
concerned about ethical issues and in
regards to personal morality, ‘remove the
log from their own eye’. In our contemporary
setting, with widespread ecological, racial,
social, and economic injustice, or ugliness,
it is vital that the Church take up a concern

for ethical and justice issues. As the world
faces rapid climate change, erosion, floods,
desertification and agricultural shortages,
humanity’s poorest seem to reap the
terrifying
consequences.
As
large
corporations ‘progress’ with wealth and
productivity it is the people at grass roots
who do not to see any of this productivity
who pay the price. The onus cannot lie
solely on multinational companies, for it is
through the consuming individual that such
a company maintains existence. It is
imperative then in the face of the present
ecological crisis and violation of human

PORSEA EXPOSURE – INDORAYON PULP MILL AND
AND THE COMMUNITY
The area of Porsea, as seen out the blurry window of a rickety van, is characterised by wide
expanses of rice fields crossed with often-inundated dirt roads. The families and villagers that we
was
early afternoon
onwere
a generous to a fault. The feelings and
met there were obviouslyItnot
wealthy,
although they
summer
day, a27large pulp mill factory were not only heart
stories they shared about sunny
their struggle
against
breaking, but irrevocably link
human
rights
with
justice.
August 2041, twoenvironmental
years

since Aeolia had left Japan.The PT Inti Indorayon Utama mill (now

TPL) is a pulp (and previously rayon)
factory, located close to Porsea and Lake
Toba – one of the largest fresh water
reservoirs in South East Asia. The factory
has been operating for approximately 20
years, and the local communities have
been fighting for almost that long. The
mill was begun under Suharto. As a
result of his fall, and massive protests,
production was stopped for four years.
However, in 2002 the government under
Megawati gave permission to reopen.
This re-ignited community action,
resulting
in
police
violence,
imprisonments and killings.
But it’s just another factory, what’s the big deal? What the villagers shared with us was about
their right to land and in particular to their ancestral land. In the local Batak culture, land is
equated with life. The land the factory stands on was taken from locals who are descended from
Batak kings. Beyond this, Indorayan releases many pollutants into the surrounding air and water.
Scientific evidence has shown this has caused many health problems (skin diseases, respiratory
illnesses, damage to nervous systems). The villagers spoke of constantly shrinking rice harvests,
acid rain, animals and fish dying and landslides as a result of land clearing. The people rely on
the land for their survival, and so this damage to the land is damage to their own existence, their
own body.
Their situation is ugly – needless, unjust, oppressive - but not unique. Similar situations exist
across Australia, where the environmental rights of marginalised communities disappear under
economic pressure. We are complicit in this, not only when we do nothing to challenge it, but also
because these injustices exist to support our lifestyle. The pulp factory described exists to supply
the overwhelming Western demand (ours) for paper products.
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rights that a prophetic voice be heard.

To name ourselves as ‘Christian’ should
involve a continual re-examination of the life
of Christ. In the incarnation God entered all
matter. Salvation is offered to the entire
created world; salvation is not humancentred but ‘includes nature and the
cosmos’.5 It is the incarnation that calls the
Church to action, to be a role model.

The Porsea example highlights the
inextricable connection between humanity
and the ecological world. Within affluent
western societies we have misplaced this
ancient connection with the land and
replaced
it
with
temporal,
‘quick’
satisfaction. Products tend to be obsolete:
cheaper, but more frequently
The Church must change its
purchased. The planet has
attitude to become counter-cultural
It is imperative in
become a commodity to be
in its thinking and honour God in
the face of the
tossed about in a sea of
its praxis. The church is to ‘develop
3
present
ecological
economics and exploitation. Not
a spirituality’ which ‘values
creation as gift of God’.6 This
only has the connectedness with crisis and violation
nature been lost, but also the
spirituality sees the call of human
of human rights
stewardship of creation as respect
connection between human and
that a prophetic
for and wise use of it, therefore
human. Poverty, discrimination,
voice be heard.
working at healing a broken
violence, silencing and ecological
creation rather than diminishing it.
disaster are evidence that
By living more simply the Church will be a
humanity has forgotten who its ‘neighbour’
role model of responsible consumption, and
is. Our oppressive treatment of the natural
lessen its participation in the present
world continues to widen the gap between
environmental and trade injustices.
rich and poor, us and them. This injustice
occurs when industrialised countries 'lessen
Amidst the ugliness of ecological injustice,
their own ecological problems' by using
human
rights
violations,
and
'developing' countries as rubbish dumps.4
commodification, God stands with the
This is clearly evident in the Indorayon case,
oppressed proclaiming justice. When society
where industrialised companies pass on
seems to perpetuate an attitude of
ecological burdens to 'developing' countries.
complacency
and
ignorance
toward
In this current ecological climate it is
ecological catastrophe, the Church is to be
imperative that a prophetic voice is heard,
ringing its bells demanding the world listen
otherwise reality will be perpetuated in its
to the God of Justice, so that in some way
current mode of operation.
the kingdom of God may be glimpsed in the
The
Church’s
silence
throughout
Christendom on issues of justice and its
participation in oppression has left a stigma
in the contemporary worldview. The word
‘Church’ is usually associated with injustice,
oppression, slavery and irrelevance.

here and now, whilst at the same time
installing a hope for future generations who
will inherit this earth.

The challenge: how do we speak out of this
silence proclaiming an alternative way to a
violent and noisy world?

Hannah Angus (Sydney) and Jazz Dron
(Canberra) are Human Rights and Advocacy
Officers for the ASCM, a new position
created in July 2006.

3

Berry, T ‘Christianity’s role in the Earth project’ in
Christianity and Ecology: Seeking the Well-Being of
Earth and Humans, ed. Hessel, D.T. and Reuther,
R.R. 2000, Harvard University Press: USA, p.131
Dorr, D. 1991, The Social Justice Agenda: Justice,
Ecology, Power and the Church, Collins Dove:
Melbourne, Australia, p.31
4

Lorenzen, T. 1993, Resurrection, Discipleship,
Justice: Affirming the Resurrection of Jesus Today,
Smyth and Helwys Publishing: Georgia, p.110.
6 Dorr op.cit. p.123.
5
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REFLECTING ON EMPIRE
In 2006, a WSCF Inter-Regional Program on the theme of Empire was held in Nairobi, Kenya. This
program brought together 22 participants from 19 different countries for the purpose of critical analysis,
theological reflection and action planning on this topic. Eloise Wright attended as an Asia-Pacific
delegate, along with Freddy Pandiangan from GKMI (Indonesia).

who were less comfortable using it.
The most significant effect the Empire
However, of the network of relationships
program had for me personally was that I
between the individuals who made up the
was enabled to position myself, and my
community, none were founded on the
communities,
exploitation of one by another.
much
more
clearly in relation
As a student, the intellectual aspect of
to other people
the community was important to me.
and the world.
As
an individual attempting to analyse
The foundation
the
structures and ideologies that form
for doing this was
part
of imperial power, I am always
the small and
very conscious of the limitations of my
transitory
own knowledge and ability. There are
community that
so many parts of the world and
was
formed
branches of knowledge that I know so
among
the
little about, I am very hesitant to build
participants
in
Eloise
(right)
learning
dance
from
Sunita
any overarching structures to explain
the program. To
global phenomena I do not really
give you some
understand.
In this community, however, I
idea of how and why this program impacted
was
able
to
rely on the knowledge and
me, I need to try and give you a window into
experiences
of
other members of the
some aspects of this community and our
community.
The
breadth
of experience that
thinking about manifestations of and
was represented at the program means that
resistance to Empire.
I have more faith in our conclusions than I
would in any I reached on my own. I found
The first and most basic characteristic of
the opportunity to do this as a part of such a
the community, which enabled us to make
diverse group very liberating, as it increased
space for resistance to Empire, was its
my confidence in our collective ability to
egalitarian structure. In a global system built
identify and unmask the structure and
on unjust power structures, relationships
ideology of Empire on a global scale. As well
that do not structure themselves in this way
as input sessions from guest speakers,
both expose the injustice and develop an
each region contributed a presentation and
alternative. I thought that this community
discussion session on the impact of Empire
achieved this to a remarkable degree. I have
in their contexts. This meant that, as a
rarely felt so sure that each member of the
group, we were able to share intellectual
community was valued by the other
resources to enrich our
members. I have rarely felt so
critical analysis. I found
free to speak up, in the
this
experience
of
assurance that my contribution
cooperative learning very
would be valued and heard. We
valuable, because it
were not able to avoid all of the
facilitated
an
negative impact of the global
atmosphere much more
system of domination, for
conducive to sharing
instance, the use of English
different viewpoints than
inevitably disadvantaged those
Meeting hosts at Utooni
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plan contributed to ‘act.’ Exposures were
both ‘see’ and ‘act.’ Two of the bible studies
that stood out for me were
readings of Luke 8:26-39
The bible studies and
(healing of a demoniac),
worship that we did each
and Revelation 18 in the
day helped us frame and
context of Empire. We
focus the process of
talked
about
the
reflection, and build the
significance of the region
community
where
that
of the Gerasenes, where a
could take place. The
rebellion against Rome
worship sessions run by the
had
been
brutally
regions
gave
us
an
suppressed. The madman,
Building sand dam at Kola
opportunity to experience
living among the graves of
some different styles of
those destroyed by Empire, has the tool of
worship, including Orthodox choral music
this oppression, a Roman Legion, in his
and silences in the Quaker tradition. Singing
head. I found the interpretation of his
(and dancing) together also contributed to
madness as the internalising of the
the unity of the community. I felt the Bible
brokennesses of his society very powerful.
Studies enabled us to orient ourselves as a
In the discussion group, one of the other
community in a way that drew together
participants suggested that an example of
many of the disparate threads of the
people who self-destructively embody the
discussions. The see - judge - act framework
fractures in the world today is the suicide
we used during the whole program was first
bomber, which I found suggestive. Reading
outlined in the introductory bible study. The
Revelation 18 as a message to people living
bible studies helped us to ‘judge,’ while the
entangled in Empire was also very powerful
critical analysis was ‘see’ and the action
for me: ‘Come out of [Babylon], my people,
so that you do not take
WSCF Definition of Empire
part in her sins, and so
that you do not share in
Drafted by the World Student Christian Federation Inter-Regional Program
‘Empire, Christians and Basilea’, Nairobi, Kenya, 31 July - 9 August 2006.
her
plagues.’
The
We understand Empire to be the coherence of economic, cultural, political,
interaction of our faith
religious and military powers that constitute a global system of domination.
and our conversations
Empire:
developed over the

Manifests in local, regional and global systems of exploitation and
course of the program.
domination.
The
opportunity
to

Operates on the logic underlying over-production, materialism, competition,
individualism, mass-consumerism, violence and coercion.
explicitly allow faith and

Includes human and economic relationships that stratify societies through
analysis to inform each
unjust concentrations of wealth and power in the hands of the few at the
other
was
very
expense of the many.
encouraging
for
me,
as I

Is implemented through the neo-liberal economic model and promoted by
powerful nations as the motivation, the process and the goal of all
am rarely able to do this
intelligent and rational human behaviour.
in a formal setting. I also

Contributes to the supercession of national sovereignty in order to benefit
valued the sense of
the most powerful individuals, nations and organisations.

Denies the right of peoples to utilise resources within their environment and
being part of an ongoing
their right to determine their social, political and economic destinies.
ecumenical process of

Controls and subverts education and the media in its interests.
engaging faith with the

Relies on exploitation of Creation and the violation of workers’ rights and
issues
of
the
other human rights.

Exploits gender inequality and promotes gender-based violence particularly
contemporary world.
my university setting. We produced a
definition of Empire and a global action plan
(below and following page)




toward already marginalised women by reinforcing systems of patriarchy.
Works through a system of hierarchy, exclusion and ranking that
marginalizes young people and robs them of their future.
Imposes cultural hegemony in order to extend its influence.

Finally, the geographical
and cultural diversity of
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the participants meant that we as a
is like an addiction; for people who have no
community were able to learn from each
power and do not benefit at all, Empire is
other and support
experienced as something like
each other in an
trauma; and for people in the
For people who have a
interesting way. The
middle, like me, who benefit
relatively large degree of
global
reach
was
materially but have little control
power and so benefit
especially important
within
the
system,
Empire
materially to a high
high degree,
because one of the
manifests in ways analogous to
characteristics
of
depression. I found this helpful
Empire is like an addiction;
Empire we identified is
because it expresses some of the
for people who have no
that it, too, claims to
dynamics of my relationship to
power and do not benefit at Empire very well. While I can see
be universal. Effective
all, Empire is experienced as
resistance to it must
clearly many of the problems that
also, therefore, across
Empire causes in the world, I
something like trauma; and
cultural and political
struggle to believe that it is
for people in the middle,
boundaries. It was
possible to do anything about it
like me, who benefit
good for us to learn
except in the smallest ways.
materially but have little
about
the
Sharing community with people
manifestations
of
from the ‘global South,’ who are
control within the system,
Empire in different
less likely to struggle in this way,
Empire manifests in ways
contexts because it
was very encouraging for me. The
analogous to depression.
helped us visualise a
clarity of vision shared by those
community
of
delegates and by the youth and
resistance that, being on a global scale, can
community groups we met on exposures to
meet Empire on its own ground. It also
Korogocho and Kibera (two of Nairobi’s
helped us to see Empire as a whole rather
largest slums) was very striking.
than being excessively focussed on the
Not long after I got back, many of the issues
shape it presents in our immediate
we discussed erupted into Australian public
environments. For example, the North
life when many church-based charities
American presentation focussed on people
refused to implement certain government
who, while living in the centre of Empire,
policies relating to the unemployed. Firstly,
exist on the poverty line and constantly
it unmasked the role
struggle to make ends meet. One
that Empire and its
of the Africa-region delegates
agents expect NGOs to
commented after this that she
play. They (we) are a
had not realised that people in
safety net, picking up
the U.S. were affected in this way
the pieces of people
- that there were in fact poor
that
the
Empire
people in that country. Since she
margnialises,
protecting
had encountered the USA
the government from
presented in her context as a
the
worst
human
wealthy nation oppressing the
Delegates
visiting
Miss
Koch
initiative
consequences
of
its
own
poorer nations, the oppression
policies.
Furthermore,
which exists within the USA was obscured.
we are expected to do this while keeping our
The different places from which we each
eyes closed to the structures and policies
view Empire also helped us to support each
which cause the problems in the first place.
other. One set of metaphors that I found
One of the things I appreciated about the
very helpful was the psychological model of
Empire program was that it was a deliberate
the impact of Empire. For people who have
attempt to resist this position of complicity,
a relatively large degree of power and so
where the Empire would like to put us.
benefit materially to a high degree, Empire
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Secondly,
this
furore
highlights the struggle that
Christians,
both
individually
and
corporately, face in living
within Empire. In our
society, most Churches
have willingly lived in a
relationship
of
compromise with the
authorities in order to
have access to resources
which we can use to obey
the social imperatives of
the gospel. Just recently, a
number of these groups
seem to have reached a
point where the principles
of the same gospel
require them to reexamine the value of the
compromise. Can we
continue to meet the
demands
of
Caesar
without
fatally
compromising
our
identity? On the other
hand, would the loss of
funding mean effectively
abandoning people who
have no other place to go?
How do we disentangle
ourselves from this mess?
The
Empire
program
showed me glimpses of
how we might begin, and
the global action plan
produced
gave
a
framework
for
that
beginning.

WSCF International Solidarity Plan
We, the participants of the WSCF Inter-Regional Program ‘Empire, Christians
and Basilea’, believe that we live under a global system of domination that
constitutes an Empire. We believe that the Empire’s political, economic and
military powers are used to subjugate the many for the profit of the few. We
believe that naming the powers that control our world is the first step in being
liberated from the Empire’s ideological captivity. The next steps are unmasking
and engaging the Empire and creating alternatives.
Raising awareness of the Empire means we must name how it exercises control
in different contexts. We must learn to see through the ideological veils that
keep us unaware and recognise our responsibilities as agents of personal and
institutional change.
Accepting these responsibilities, we must use our imagination and draw on the
prophetic tradition to see our world with new eyes. We believe we must build
relationships based on justice in local communities and amongst nations. We
declare that the Basilea of God, in the form of egalitarian social and economic
relationships, is our alternative to Empire.
In our discussions and actions regarding Empire we propose the following:
National/ Local Movements are encouraged to:
 Organise events to promote awareness of Empire and to create spaces of
resistance to Empire for people inside and outside the movement.
 Study the issue of Empire from a contextual, Biblical and theological
perspective.
 Mobilise local branches to recognise and respond to the manifestations of
Empire in their local contexts.
 Promote and engage in community-based initiatives within their localities as
a way to create alternatives to Empire.
 Build alliances with churches and other local groups that work to respond to
Empire.
WSCF Regions are encouraged to:
 Reformulate the definition of Empire to reflect the specific context of the
region.
 Select an aspect of Empire which particularly affects the region and work
extensively around that issue in order to build awareness, seek solidarity
and promote action.
 Initiate contextual Biblical and theological reflection on Empire.
 Compile stories of resistance and alternatives to Empire from the region.
 Create regional programs to promote awareness of Empire.
 Support local and national movements in their efforts to promote
awareness, create programs and organise resistance to Empire.
- Establish relationships and seek to influences organisations (religious,
social, economic, political and cultural) that make decisions that affect
people’s lives.
The global Federation is encouraged to:
 Realise that building communities of Christian students who can recognise
the Empire is a form of resistance to it. WSCF should therefore promote
movement building in regions where the Federation is less visible.
 Support regional offices to organise programs and events for the national
and local levels to resist Empire, taking into account the contextual realities.
 Provide resources for global and multi-regional theological and Biblical
studies to resist Empire.

Eloise Wright completed
her third year of a
combined B Arts/B Asian
Studies (Chinese) degree
at ANU in Canberra in
2006, & is spending 2007
on exchange in China.

 Create inter-regional initiatives across the political, religious, class and
cultural boundaries that are imposed by Empire, while honouring cultural
differences.
 Share information about regional efforts to resist Empire.
 Contribute the student perspective to broader ecumenical efforts to resist
Empire.
 Strengthen the Federation’s role with the United Nations and its agencies to
raise awareness and take action on decisions that create and reinforce
Empire. Open channels for the regions and the national movements to
engage with the United Nations and its agencies.
 Make alliances with global social and peoples’ movements in creating
alternatives to Empire.
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WSCFWSCF-AP HUMAN RIGHTS WORKSHOP
The WSCF-AP Human Rights Workshop was
held from 3-10 September 2006 in Parapat,
North Sumatra, Indonesia. It brought
together participants from across the
region, to discuss issues of human rights,
the way they effect our individual countries
and ways in which participants could be, or
already are, involved in our work as part of
WSCF or as ASCM.
How can I begin to describe such a
tumultuous experience? The workshop itself
began with a day of Indonesian
presentations, and I am sorry to say that
unfortunately my ‘aduh! Makan ini pedas
sekali’ (wow, this food is hot) speaking level
was not up to a discussion about the effect
of neo-liberal policy on the Asia-Pacific
region.
However,
despite
this
incomprehensible beginning, the workshop
was profoundly educative, challenging, and
change making.
The first (‘ecumenical English’) conversation
I had began deceptively with ‘hello, how did
you sleep?’ but was
quickly followed by ‘Do
you think Australia
really has a place in
the Asia-Pacific?’ Well
that was a wake-up
question, but what
followed
was
an
amazing sharing of
national identities, and
an understanding of
how all our identities
are manifold, complex and flexible.
However, the experience that left the
deepest impression on me was during
exposure. We stayed with a community who
have been severely environmentally and
socially affected by a local pulp plant (for a
summary of their situation see the article by
Jasmine and I, pp.14-15). We listened to the
local people share their experiences, hopes
and sorrows. The local pastor with whom we
were staying showed a small film he had
made about the protests and people who
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had died. The desolation and powerlessness
I felt were overwhelming, and I could not
stop tears from falling.
One of the older women said to me, ‘Why
are you crying? Don’t cry. This is old history,
it happened long ago.’ My tears were not for
the past, but rather for the injustices of the
past that carry into our present, for the
futility and the ugliness of the world, for the
change we so desperately seek which can
seem so out of reach.
The morning after this intense experience,
our host sat down in front of me and began,
emotionally, to speak. She said that my
tears had made her realise that she is not
alone in her fight; that all around the world
perhaps, people felt their pain and upheld
them, directly and indirectly, through similar
struggles. (She began to cry). And that
perhaps what they had was still worth
fighting for, not giving up their struggle, not
losing hope.
I was overwhelmed by her
strength, compassion and
commitment. A mother of
two,
she
spent
approximately two years in
jail at the same time as her
husband as a result of
protesting,
whilst
her
children lived with family.
She has seen friends from
the protests brutally injured,
others killed, been trampled
on and then ignored by the government, and
yet has the strength to say they will continue
the fight. She was an inspiration.
These experiences brought many emotions:
joy and amazement at the strength and
beauty of people; despair at the
overwhelming facts of life, so horrific,
unstable, fear-inducing for so many in our
region; guilt for the blind complacency that
our life can sometimes bring; inspiration,
with the means to change and the dreams
of an existence we can aspire to; but most
of all, love.

O-days 2007
Love of friends, known and unknown,
understood and confused, with our diverse
backgrounds that collided for a moment in
space to share a dream of
betterment, a cry for
change, a passion for
freedoms.
Love
of
difference, the diverse
realities that are the
potential of the human
race, so many families,
languages,
dreams,
sorrows, struggles, songs,
frowns and smiles…
One of the memories that
will continue to inspire me is of our ‘everynight solidarity night’. After the first day of
information over-load, discussion, sharing,
coffee and rice, people gravitated to a
common area to sit and chat. The chat soon
became song requests, and then a festival
of singing and (occasionally) dancing. I
remember listening to Myo Tun, a
representative of Myanmar who did not
speak much during the day, but when
pressed sang us a song in his own
language. He said, ‘This song is called
Broken Heart’, and then began to sing.
Everyone in the room sat silent and

transfixed by the sound of his voice and the
guitar. Not understanding what he sang, we
nonetheless shared a moment of unity in
appreciation of the beauty
in another. The motivation
for human rights begins
when we see all people as
equal in dignity, as from
that stems our desire for
equality and justice.
Throughout the workshop,
I was increasingly made
aware of the blessings we
have in our Australian life.
Criticisms of government,
law and law enforcement can be made. We
can act. We can speak out. We have these
freedoms, these choices and this life.
Therefore examine the impact your actions
have, speak up about injustice and call for
change.
Hannah Angus is studying Arts at both U
Sydney and UTS, majoring in international
studies.
If you would like to know more about the workshop,
human rights or have any suggestions for the work of
ASCM
in
human
rights,
please
contact
hannahangus.at.gmail.com
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THE GOD PROBLEM: ALTERNATIVES TO FUNDAMENTALISM
UNDAMENTALISM
One of the things I personally find frustrating
ordinary church goers, and that the theology
is that grassroots church thinking and
espoused from the pulpit is out of date and
understanding of the nature of
inappropriate.
The
God
His book speaks of a
Christianity is so far removed
Problem outlines several ways
concern that
from
recent
theological
that
current
theological
thought. Each week I receive
thinking
approaches
the
theological debate is
Bishop Spong’s two page e-mail
question
of
the
nature
of
God,
often hidden from
discussion and it seems so
spelling
out
in
ordinary
ordinary church goers,
remote
from
what
the
language the assumptions that
and that the theology
congregation at my church
underlie some of the more
believes Christianity involves.
common theological positions
espoused from the
Nigel Leaves is the Warden and
being held by a range of people
pulpit is out of date
Dean of Studies of John
in our society.
and inappropriate
Wollaston Anglican Theological
Leaves defines four positions:
College, and his book The God Problem:
the Panentheism of John Shelby Spong; the
Alternatives to Fundamentalism (Polebridge
Non-Realism of Don Cupitt and Lloyd
Press, 2006) speaks of a concern that
Geering; the grassroots spiritual movement
theological debate is often hidden from
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and Religious Naturalism. I will try to briefly
summarise these four theological positions
as explained by Leaves.
Panentheism rejects a personal God, but
retains a Deity who still directly intervenes in
the world at times. For Panentheists God is
an all-encompassing Spirit, but one that
remains a mystery. Spong
himself suggests that, as
humans,
we
cannot
understand the nature of
God, just as horses could
not understand what it is to
be
human.
Spong’s
understanding of Jesus, the
Church, evangelism and
prayer flow from his
understanding
of
God.
Leaves sees Spong as
following the tradition of
John A. T. Robinson ,whose
1963 book Honest to God
brought media recognition.
Robinson was following in
the tradition of Paul Tillich
(author of The Courage to
Be), a German/American, and Dietrich
Bonhoeffer (Notes and Letters from Prison),
a German theologian executed by the Nazis
at the end of World War II. Panentheism
means that God is found in everything in the
world, but cannot be defined only in terms
of the world.
Tillich’s and Bonhoeffer’s God is not remote,
but is ‘the Ground of our Being’, not out
there but to be met at the centre of our
lives; true discipleship is the ‘art of holy
worldliness’, not in asceticism but in serving
God by creating a more just and humane
world; the church is not to be a sanctuary
but is to be in the centre of things, a witness
to the transformation of society.
NonNon-realism acknowledges God not as a
Being over and above us, but as ‘a
conceptual creation of the human mind’.
Leaves quotes Feuerbach’s 1841 The
Essence of Christianity where the notion of
a loving God is described as the human
ideal of love projected onto the Universe.
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Cupitt goes on to suggest God is a
personification of religious values; that
religious language, while it is a human
creation, is expressive of our deepest
concerns and values. The word God for NonRealists is useful to refer to a spiritual ideal,
a concept. Leaves gives a useful table to
assist in understanding how
Non-Realists use language:
Creation refers to our
understanding of life as a
pure gift; intercessory prayer
becomes an expression of
love and concern. While
Christian
language
is
retained, all supernatural
teachings are removed by the
Non-Realists, and Christianity
is grounded in the world.
‘Christian Buddhism’, as
outlined by Cupitt, is nonmetaphysical, less dogmatic
and ideological with an openended
understanding
of
symbols and language.
Grassroots
Grassroots spirituality is a
widespread phenomenon that, to my
surprise, includes Alcoholics Anonymous
and other organisations that participate in
12-step programmes. Leaves avoids the
term ‘New Age’ as he identifies a pejorative
tone. While churches, mosques and
synagogues are in decline, popular
spirituality is on the rise in the U.S. and
Australia. Participants select a range of
spiritualities that suit them, which are not
exclusive, and which are abandoned if they
do not continue to appeal. People are their
own spiritual advisers, choosing for
themselves from a smorgasbord of
offerings. Even popular non-fiction has a
spiritual dimension, with The Celestine
Prophesy and Chicken Soup for the Soul as
just two examples from the best-seller list.
Leaves gives us some personal and
sociological background that interests and
entertains, but raises some serious issues
about the future of the church. This chapter
ends with mention of John Hick, who has
argued (God and the Universe of Faiths,
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1973) that religious experience is at the
centre of belief, and the differing
manifestations of religion are no more than
human responses to the one divine Reality.

 There is a sense of connectedness and
interdependence between humanity and
the world, and the world is not a hostile
place.

The final area that Leaves examines is
Religious Naturalism,
Naturalism where Nature has
replaced deity. The scientist James Lovelock
suggested the name of the Greek earth
goddess Gaia for our planet, to underline its
interconnectedness and that it needs to be
cared for and respected, not just studied.
For the Religious Naturalists, there is a
profound respect for the Universe and our
place in it. Leaves points out that Religious
Naturalism is not a new phenomenon,
grown out of the ‘death of God’. He traces it
back to the American Pragmatics, notably
William James, John Dewey, Richard Rorty
and J. Wesley Robbins. Robbins points out
four benefits of the religious naturalist
position:

Leaves expands on this by examining the
work of other Religious Naturalists including
Ursula Goodenough (The Sacred Depths of
Nature) and Stephen Jay Gould (Rocks of
Ages: Science and Religion in the Fullness
of Life).

 The burden of apologetics about the
existence of divine beings disappears
 Religious convictions are no longer
separated from advances in scientific and
other thinking and action
 Responsibility sits firmly on the humans,
as we cannot wait for a divine entity to
improve our world and its conditions
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To say there is an increasing difficulty in
God-talk in the twenty-first century is an
understatement. Both within and without
the church, I believe it is time to talk about
what we really believe in an open and
critical way. Nigel Leaves’ book explains four
important theological positions in simple
and clear language, and goes on to outline
some of the difficulties that others have
found with these positions. For me, it has
opened up the theological debate and
answered some questions about where
some of our respected and learned
theologians stand. I will go on to find some
of the other books that he mentions, and
continue to think about the God problem for
some time. I heartily recommend The God
Problem: Alternatives to Fundamentalism.
Dianne Hatwell (Dowerin, WA) has recently
taken on the role of ASCM national
Treasurer.

WONDROUS
ONDROUS OBLIVION

Have you ever been running a youth group or family camp and needed
to choose a movie to watch? A movie that captivates, will appeal to a
wide range of people, is rated PG or G, and gets people to think
through some issues you’d like them to explore? Wondrous Oblivion
(2003) is just such a movie.
Wondrous Oblivion tells the story of a Jewish family, immigrants living
in a predominantly non-Jewish neighborhood in London, after World
War Two. The young boy of the family, David, plays cricket for his
private school team and dreams of being a cricket superstar. In
reality, David is a terrible cricketer, and probably the worst in his
team, but he is ‘wondrously oblivious’ to this fact, continues to
participate with enthusiasm in his team, and dreams of making the
first eleven.
David’s life changes immeasurably when a Jamaican family, the Samuels’, moves in next door.
Mr Samuels becomes David’s hero and role model. Mr. Samuels begins to teach David how to
play cricket, and his game improves immensely. David’s mother, too, learns lessons from the
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Samuels’, as she struggles to connect with
her aloof husband and find a place in
community. Mr. Samuels is able to begin to
draw David’s own father out of himself and
into a more understanding relationship with
his son. The Jamaican church community, of
which the Samuels’ are part, models an
acceptance of David, his family and their
religion that surely ought to be what
Christianity is all about. But there is a lot of

hostility in the neighborhood towards the
dark-skinned Samuels family, even within
David’s own family. What choices will David
make in the context of community pressure?
And what choices will his family make?
How good? 
Rating: PG
Length: 106 minutes

THE CIDER HOUSE RULES
Who makes the rules that we, as individuals
and communities, live by? By what right are
those rules made? The Cider House Rules
(1999) explores these questions through the
story of Homer Wells, who grew up in an
orphanage and sets off to explore the world.
Homer’s hero is his mentor and father figure,
Dr. Stephen Larch, who runs the orphanage
where Homer grew up and loves Homer like a
father. Dr. Larch is a kind and gentle man, yet
with a strong and forceful personality.
Homer’s journey is about growing into his own
person and making his own choices about
what he does with his life; it is about Homer
coming to terms with who he is in the context
of his hero’s caring and yet sometimes
overwhelming desire to guide his choices.
As a movie, The Cider House Rules takes a
while to get going, and the first twenty
minutes to half an hour possibly drag a bit too
much. But as the movie progresses it will
surely draw you in, with a superbly crafted
story that explores an incredible variety of

questions with surprising depth. If you want to
explore questions around, for example,
abortion, the law, breaking the rules, coming
of age, duty and moral responsibility, relations
between black and white people, and what
ought one do with one’s life (just to name a
few!) you will be able to do so through The
Cider House Rules; Or, if you’d just like to sit
down, relax, and
enjoy a moving
and
thought
provoking movie,
The Cider House
Rules
is
well
worth watching.
How good?
½
Rating: M
Length: 121
minutes
Tiffany Winn is an ASCM Friend in Adelaide

Walking the edge/ addressing the challenge of community and mission today..
Wellspring Community National Gathering 2007 Greenhills Conference Centre, Canberra.
Thursday 8th – Monday 12th March 2007

Kathy Galloway,
Galloway leader of the Iona Community will be the guest speaker. Kathy is a theologian, poet and liturgist,
the first woman leader of the Iona Community, Scotland. She is the author of nine books of theology, liturgy and
poetry and has been making strong contributions at the ecumenical and interfaith areas of contemporary Christian
concern on matters of peace and justice. Her role of affirming the rights of women within church and society has
brought her to the forefront of UK religious life.
Wellspring Community is an ecumenical, nation-wide community of lay and ordained Christian women and men who are seeking new
ways of living the Gospel in Australia.

March
rch 2007.
Kathy Galloway will also be visiting all Australian states between 27 Feb and 25 Ma
For more information about her itinerary, visit the Wellspring website at http://www.wellspringcommunity.org.au/
Conference info: Mary Gilchrist, 13 Kew Gardens Court, Wattle Grove, NSW 2173 mgilchrist.at.vtown.com.au (02) 9868 5915
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HEROES

‘Heroes’ is a new TV series to look out for in
2007. The Heroes are otherwise normal
people who suddenly realise they have
amazing abilities. They must quickly learn
about their new-found skills in order to save
the world. They are: the high school
cheerleader who can spontaneously heal
from injuries; the beat cop who can hear
other people's thoughts; the politician who
can fly and his brother the nurse who thinks
he can too; the strung out artist who can
paint the future; the Japanese office worker
who can bend space and time if he
concentrates hard enough; the single
mother with a mirror image alter ego who
has super strength; and, the watch-maker
who wants all of their special abilities.

his murder, his son Mohinder also moves to
New York to try to find out why his father
was murdered. In tidying up his father's
personal effects, Mohinder who is also a
scientist himself, begins to lose his
scepticism about the research that Chandra
had performed and considers working on it
himself, encouraged by his friendly
neighbour Eden.

When the Heroes learn of their abilities they
each have different reactions to the
knowledge: disbelief, denial, curiosity or
favour. Claire, the teenage cheerleader, is
upset by being different to other people and
tests her ability to spontaneously heal by
trying to kill herself. Mark, the beat cop,
embraces his telepathy
ability and uses it to try to
save
his
marriage.
Nathan, the politician,
denies his ability to fly
although his brother Peter
insists that Nathan can fly
and tries to fly himself.
Niki, the single mother
struggling to provide for
her
son
Micah,
is
confused by her alter ego,
Jessica, who appears only in mirrors and
other reflective surfaces. Hiro, the Japanese
office worker, practises and practises to
perfect his ability to bend space and time he can't wait to share his successes with his
friend Ando.

As the characters gradually come across
each other they realise they must team up
in order to beat Sylar but there is another
reason for them to use their super powers.
Isaac, the strung out artist, paints images of
future events which influence the others
about where they need
to be at particular times.
Isaac has also painted
an image from the future
of a huge nuclear
explosion in New York
City. Now that they know
what is going to happen
and when, Hiro and
Peter take it upon
themselves to try to work
out how to stop it from
happening.

Professor Chandra Suresh had moved from
India to New York to continue his lifelong
research into DNA aberrations that cause
people to have special abilities. Following

Sylar is the watchmaker who desperately
wanted to have special powers but
seemingly didn't have any of his own even
though Chandra's research suggested that
he might. He turned himself into a serial
killer of those who do have special powers
and steals their brains in order to acquire
the abilities of the people he has murdered.

This is a great new TV show from NBC
expected to be shown on Channel 7
sometime in 2007. Watch out for it and be
prepared to be addicted!
Georgia Yam (Sydney) is an ASCM Friend
working part time as a software trainer &
studying part time to become a high school
science teacher.
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2007 Events: WSCF Australian Student Christian Movement (ASCM) is a member of

the World Student Christian Federation (WSCF) in the Asia-Pacific
Region (AP). Each year, ASCM provides significant financial support to send delegates to
international WSCF events. Following is a list of WSCF events scheduled for 2007. If you are
interested in attending or receiving feedback from any of these events, please contact ASCM’s
WSCF liaison person, Tim Ngui, on 0425 226 862 or tim.ngui.at.student.uts.edu.au
I. 2007 Programs
1. WSCF AP Human Rights Defender's Workshop
for Students, 1818-21 June, Manila, Philippines
Philippines.
hilippines
The regional workshop will be participated in by
all member movements of the Federation in the
region, with at least one participant from each
national movement. The workshop will be
hosted by SCM Philippines, with support from
Forum Asia. The Human Rights Defenders
Training Workshop for Students aims to:
 provide students with the

skills for human rights
advocacy work;
 develop a Human Rights

campaign strategy;
 provide them with human

rights
framework
of
analysis by looking at the
varied aspects of human
rights issues from different
perspective (i.e. gender perspective); and,
 plan for the formation of Human Rights Desks

in some countries.
At the end of the workshop, the participants will
have become equipped with the necessary skills
to be Human Rights Defenders and Advocates.
The workshop will be attended by 25 students
from all over Asia Pacific and the members of
the newly-formed WSCF AP Human Rights
Committee. Deadline for applications is 30
April.
2. International Solidarity Mission (ISM), 2222-25
June, Philippines.
Philippines Immediately after the above
workshop, the participants will travel to different
parts of the Philippines to undertake a mission
to gather data and information on the killings of
student activist in some parts of the region. The
ISM aims to contribute to bringing justice to the
victims of human rights violations and speedy
resolution of their cases, and to promote Human
Rights in general.
3. InterInter-regional Women's Program, August,
Cairo, Egypt (dates and concept to be confirmed
by IRO – see ‘Meetings’, below)
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4. WSCF InterInter-regional program on Migration,
August, Latin America (dates and concept to be
confirmed by IRO – see ‘Meetings’, below)
5. School for Ecumenical Leadership Formation
(SELF) Program, 22-22 September, Sri Lanka.
This year's SELF program will be a joint
undertaking between CCA Youth and WSCF AP
on the theme, ‘Young People Working Towards
Wider Ecumenism in a Pluralistic Society’. As an
intensive
leadership
development
program, it will be attended by 40 young
people, 20 from WSCF AP and 20 from
CCA member youth groups. The SELF
Program aims to accomplish the following
objectives:
 Sharpen participants’ awareness and

analysis of the social, political and
economic setting of the world in the
context of Asian societies and
challenges to the churches, through
sharing of experiences, exposure, studies and
reflections;
 Articulate

the biblical and theological
perspectives on the burning global issues
such as globalization, militarization/war on
terror, justice, peace, ecology, feminism, etc;

 Trace the history of ecumenical movements at

the national, regional and global levels,
identifying convergence, challenges and
possibilities;
 Search

alternative
approaches
to
communicate and advocate ecumenical
witness among students and youth in the
concrete life of the peoples; and,

 Strengthen each other in their ecumenical

journey and aspiration.
Deadline of applications is 30 July.
6. Women Doing Theology Workshop, November
(dates will be finalized after the RWC Meeting in
Feb) With the theme ‘SCM Women & Sexuality:
Embracing, Inclusiveness and Encompassing’,
the one-week workshop aims to gather
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20 young women participants to accomplish the
following objectives:
 To de-construct and de-mythologise the notion

of taboo in the discourse on sexuality,
particularly female sexuality;
 To understand the androcentric impact and

power structures that perpetuate control and
oppression
of
women
through
the
androcentric construction of sexuality;
 To understand the present situation of SCM

women’s experiences and reflection
sexuality in their own definition;

on

 To critically reflect on the religious roots of

patriarchy and androcentric outlooks in the
Christian Theology and text interpretations in
the Bible;
 To

do Bible Studies
using methodologies of

Critical Feminist Hermeneutics;
 To explore Feminist Theologies that inspire

deep, inclusive and encompassing Christian
Theology; and,
 To relate SCM women’s experience and

struggles to Christian Theology that is an
inspiration and not an oppression
Deadline
Deadline of applications is 30 September.
7. SCMSCM-WSCF AP Joint Women's Program. WSCF
is inviting national movements to submit
activity proposals for the SCM-WSCF AP Joint
Women's Program. The Regional Women's
Committee will select 2 national movements to
organize a joint program with WSCF AP on
issues and topics relevant to the women in the
national movement. The dates and
details of the program will be discussed
by the national movement and
the Regional Women's Coordinator.

II. Internships and Bossey
8. Human
Human Rights Intern on
issue of Migration. WSCF
is
inviting
national
movements to nominate a member to apply for
a 3-month Human Rights Internship Program on
the issue of ‘Migration’ in 2007. The Internship
Program will be conducted in one of the Migrant
host countries, either in Korea, Taiwan or Hong
Kong, with Migrant organizations or centres as
hosts. The internship will begin in June and end
in August. Deadline for applications will be 30
April.
April
9. Bossey Theological Course (World Council of
Churches Ecumenical
Ecumenical Institute of Bossey,
Switzerland). WSCF is encouraging a member of
ASCM who has a formal theological training
(minimum of 3 years full course leading to a
Bachelor's Degree in Theology or Masters of
Divinity) to apply for the Bossey Graduate School
III. 2007 Meetings

of Ecumenical Studies for 2008. WSCF
will recommend and provide a partial
scholarship to the successful candidate.
The deadline of application is end of December
2007.
2007 You can visit the website for further
information: www.wcc-coe.org/bossey
10. English Teacher Volunteer at ‘Tomorrow
House’ of the Haien Migrant Church in Korea.
One of the Minjung churches in Korea, whose
pastor is a WSCF Senior Friend, has invited
WSCF AP to send a volunteer English teacher for
one year in their Church. The church will provide
the airfare, basic needs and honorarium to the
volunteer. If you are interested, kindly get in
touch directly with the Regional Secretary
(Necta, wscfap.at.netvigator.com) for the
details.

11. EASYNET National
Coordinators Training and Coordinating Team
Meeting, 55-10 February, Manila, Philippines
This is a training program for new Easynet
national coordinators in different parts of Asia
and Pacific attended by 20 participants selected
by the network members. The training will
include
inputs
about
challenges
and
prospects for the ecumenical youth movement,
history and biblical foundations of the

ecumenical movement. The coordinators’ team
meeting, composed of the representatives of
the six partner organizations of Easynet, will
discuss the plans for the Asian Student and
Youth Gathering (ASYG) in 2008, selection
process of the next Easynet coordinator and
fund raising for the network.
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12. WSCF Staff and
and IRO Officers Meeting, 88-14
February, Geneva, Switzerland. This is the
annual regional and IRO staff meeting with the
global officers of the Federation. The agenda
includes review of activities in 2006, plans for
the year, WSCF General Assembly plans in
2008,
Ecumenical
Assistance
Program
(EAP) and other personnel and administrative
matters. WSCF AP Regional Secretary will attend
this meeting.
13. WSCF AP Regional Women's Committee
Meeting, 1919-20 February, Hong Kong. The
meeting of the Women's Committee will be
attended by members of the Committee to plan
for women's programs for the region in the next
two years, discuss the regional coordinator's
position and other matters related to the
programs.
14. WSCF AP Regional Coordinator's Search
Committee Meeting,
Meeting, 21 February, Hong Kong.
Kong
This meeting, which coincides with the RWC and
SC, is the final process for the search for the
next Regional Women's Coordinator. The
Committee members will interview and
recommend the successful candidate for the
Regional Women's Coordinator position for the
region.
15. WSCF AP Standing Committee Meeting, 222224 February, Hong Kong.
Kong This is the regular
biennial meeting of the officers and staff of the
region composed of the chairperson, vice-chair,
excos, member-at-large and regional staff, to
discuss
biennial
plans,
approve the budget of the
region, evaluate the over-all
health
of
the
national
movements and review the
vision of the Federation. If you
have some concerns that you

want to be discussed by the Committee, please
feel free to send in your ideas and suggestions
to the regional office.
16. WSCF Exco Meeting, August, Cairo, Egypt
(dates to be confirmed by IRO) Biennial meeting
of the Federation's global executive committee
members, officers and staff to discuss the
health of the Federation and plan for the WSCF
General Assembly in 2008. The WSCF AP region
will be represented by our Exco-members, Nina
Nayoan and Michael Perkins.
17. General Secretaries and National
Coordinator's
Meeting,
27October,
27-29
Chiangmai, Thailand. The GS and National
Coordinator's Meeting will be attended by the
current General Secretaries or National
Coordinators of the 18 SCMs in the region. It will
be an occasion to discuss matters of movement
life and movement building and share our
common concerns and ideas. This year, the
meeting will focus on the topic, ’SCM Theology
and Spirituality’. The meeting is also being
planned to coincide with the CCA Youth Forum
on 30 October and a joint meeting with the NCC
Youth Secretaries and CCA youth leaders on 29
October.
18. SCM and NCC National Consultation. This
year, WSCF is encouraging the movements in
Cambodia and Australia to organize a joint
program with church youth organizations and
the youth department of the National Councils
of Churches (NCCs) in their countries on the
topic of ‘Campus Student Ministry.’
These two countries have been
chosen by the CCA-WSCF AP Joint
Committee
as
there
was
no opportunity to organize a similar
program in the last five years.

IV. New Initiatives and Projects
19. WSCF
WSCF Team Visit to China.
This year WSCF is planning to have a Team Visit
to China that aims to gather information about
the realities of Christian youth and students in
China, and to establish our links with students
in the theological schools for possible
movement building in the future. The visit will be
V. Other Events and Activities

organized in cooperation with Asia
Alliance of YMCA and Amity Foundation.

Christian Churches in Asia 50th Year
Anniversary Celebration, 33-8 March, Parapat,
Indonesia.
Indonesia. As a member of the ecumenical
movement, WSCF is taking-part in this

celebration. The region will send representatives
to the celebration in Parapat Indonesia to show
our solidarity and commitment to the
ecumenical movement of the churches in Asia.
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20. Movement Visit to Fiji and the Pacific. To
begin the process of re-establishing the national
movement in the Pacific Islands, a visit by the
regional staff will be organized within the year.

O-days 2007

NEWS FROM THE MOVEMENT
For the most current information about what ASCM is doing in your area this
year, get in touch with your local contact (listed on the back cover) or talk to the
people on the ASCM O-day stall at your uni.
Qld
In Queensland ASCM primarily operates at
Australian Catholic University, where staff
worker Carolyn Loader is based. Last year
ASCM organised a well-received series of
relationship seminars, run by Merrilyn
Cullen, and it is planned to have Merrilyn
return again to offer this series in 2007. The
Queensland group is also planning a 'taste
of the world's' dinner, SCM coffee sessions,
graduates’ dinners and more movie nights.

ACT
The ANU group meets regularly through
semester, for on-campus lunches and an
occasional off-campus dinner or breakfast.
Last year a range of interesting speakers
provided input on issues of faith and justice.
SCMers are also invited to attend public
lectures together. Last year ANU’s own
Eloise Wright attended the WSCF
conference in Nairobi, and led a discussion
evening around the theme of ‘Empire’ on
her return. World Student Day of Prayer was
observed by SCM ACT in September.
SCMers and Friends attended the ‘Stand up
against Poverty’ event in October, as part of
the Make Poverty History campaign. Jazz
Dron concluded her work with SCM in 2006
and Area Council is seeking a staff worker
for 2007.

NSW
NSW has an inspirational time ahead for
this year. SCMers were present at Yabun
2007, a Survival Day
festival held each year
by the Gadigal tribe in
Sydney.
Throughout
the remainder of the
year SCMers will be

attending events as a group and sharing
time. Some activities planned will be
attending mass in Newtown, a Critical Mass
ride in the city and a retreat weekend in
Mittagong during February, as well as other
rallies and events to be planned later in the
year. We hope to forge new and exciting
links with existing groups such as UCATSA,
Catholic student groups and environmental
groups on campus, to further ecumenical
and justice movements and solidarity!

VIC
An Area Council was re-formed in 2006,
after a couple of fallow years for ASCM in
Victoria, and is hoping to get ASCM activities
started again in 2007.

WA
After ending last year with a workshop day
around ways to have a less consumeroriented Christmas, a prayer service and
celebration BBQ, WA SCM is coming back
from a restful summer break hoping to be
active at three unis in Perth this year:
Murdoch, UWA & ECU. A small group will
gather each week at each uni to read the
newspaper, reflect together on faith
responses to the news, and share stories of
hope from the week. The Murdoch group will
also continue regular ‘Prayers for Peace and
Justice’ quiet space. Off-campus events
such as dinner & discussion evenings,
movie nights, retreat, and attendance at
justice advocacy events will also be
organised throughout the year.

Perth SCMers at a ‘Make Poverty History’ rally in 2006, dressed as ‘Aid’, ‘Trade’ & ‘Debt Relief’
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HABITAT
ASCM National Conference, Perth WA
Sat 30 June – Wed 4 July 2007

Conference will be followed by a guided Quiet Day (Thursday 5 July) &
July General Committee Meetings (Fri 6 – Sun 8 July)
More information coming soon – contact Clare at wac.at.ascm.org.au for updates

WSCF-AP Human Rights Coordinator – 2 year volunteer position
World Student Christian Federation (Asia Pacific) is seeking a qualified volunteer to assist the regional staff in preparing
Regional Human Rights and Solidarity Programs and setting up plans and strategies to coordinate the Human Rights
Committees meeting and others. The position will involve:
• Coordinating the Human Rights Committee members and assisting the regional staff in implementing HR and
solidarity programs in WSCF Asia Pacific region.
• Coordinating work with national movements and networks in responding to action alerts and requests for solidarity
action in the regional and national level;
• Assisting and helping national movements in developing human rights programs and activities;
• Assisting in gathering data and information on the Human Rights Issues and sharing it to the national movements.
• Organising and coordinating Human Rights campaigns/publications for national and regional level.
Applications are to be received by 23 February 2007. Please contact ASCM Human Rights Officer Hannah Angus at 0404
984 634 hannahangus.at.gmail.com for details.
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FROM THE EDITOR
It wasn’t originally my idea to run an issue of
JG on the theme ‘Heroes’. It’s not really my
thing to be so demonstrative as to declare
someone my hero. There are people I
admire, people who inspire me, but I don’t
really think of them as my heroes. It seems
a bit… over the top, perhaps. It makes them
somehow larger than life and completely
inaccessible to ordinary little me.
The great influences on my life have been
the people who are precisely the opposite:
very real, very tangible, and often very
flawed. Their influence has been in showing
me how they live the ‘ordinary’ lives they
have been given with integrity, joy and/or
courage, seeking the good of others and
being the love of God within the dailyness of
how they live.
Some of the most important transformative
people in my life have been people I have
met through ASCM. Sixth months after I
stumbled along to my first SCM event in
2000 I found myself living in a household of
SCMers. Over years in that house I was
inspired to live differently through daily
rubbing shoulders with the interesting and
challenging people I shared the house with,
the many guests and friends who visited us,
and a plethora of events, speakers, books,
movies, websites, etc etc that I might never
have otherwise come into contact with.
Sometimes we lived well together and
sometimes we did not. None of us were
‘heroes’ but we transformed each other.
A few months after I moved into that SCM
household, and after a series of faith-lifeworld kitchen conversations that had my
head spinning, I wrote in my journal that I
felt I had been living in a box all my life, and
now that the box was opened and I realised
it was a box I couldn’t just close the lid and

curl back up in it, I had to get out and do
something about the world I had found. I
find myself inspired by people who had
shaken off their boxes and were living life
with all they had in them. For example Peter
and Marya Stewart, and all their guests and
volunteers at the Christian Centre for Social
Action, have been inspirations to me. (ASCM
was my link to CCSA, too!) There’s nothing
very flash about them, except that they live
out their God-created selves with integrity
and a heart for others. Are they heroes? If
the volunteers are heroes for providing food
and friendship, the guests are heroes for
their resourcefulness in finding support
when they need it.
Another person who has inspired and
transformed me over the past few years is a
friend who seems constantly to be in crisis.
It is a privilege to be her friend (although
sometimes when things go wrong yet again I
forget that it is a privilege!). Her tenacity,
resilient spirit, and above all her gracious
love towards me even when I am being
ungracious towards her, teach me of God in
ways that distant heroes have never done.
I’m not looking for someone superhuman to
impress me in ways I can never aspire to
imitate. I’m looking for someone completely
human to show me how this living thing is
done. Jesus, the incarnation of God as a
human being, lived a passionate life turning
the structures of his society upside down by
practically loving the marginalized. That’s
the sort of life I want to live. I’m not hoping
to be a hero, but I want to make a
difference. Enabled by the ongoing
presence and love of that same Jesus in my
life now, I believe it is possible.
Clare Schulz

Jubilee Grapevine
In the year of Jubilee, the grapevines will grow wild and the land will rest and rejuvenate. The
slaves will be freed, the poor will be returned to their land, and everyone will have enough.
Jesus announced himself sent to proclaim good news to the afflicted, sight for the blind,
freedom for captives and a year of favour – a Jubilee – from the Lord, and declared: I am the
vine; you are the branches.
(Leviticus 25, Luke 4:16-30, John 15:1-17)
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Jubilee Grapevine
This special O-day edition of Jubilee Grapevine will be expanded into a full-size issue for release in March, and we
are seeking additional contributions on the topic of HEROES. We would love to include your thoughts,
articles, poetry, artwork, photography, or random ramblings around this topic. To get you reflecting:
 Who are your heroes? What makes them heroic in your eyes?
 Is there a heroic Christian life? What would commitment to it look like today?
 What is it in us that seems to need heroes? Do we really need them? What is the value of our urge to idolise?
 How do we live with our own hero-complexes? How does the gospel assertion that ‘the first shall be last’ impact this?
 Who are the biblical heroes that connect with you? Is it appropriate to call them ‘heroes’ at all?
 Much literature around heroes relates to men. Is heroism a masculine concept? What might feminine heroism be like?
 Is the gospel heroic? How do we respond to it, either way, in light of our cultural attraction to heroes?
 To what extent is heroism about what you do, rather then who you are/ how you be?
 Who are you a hero to? How do you respond with integrity to others seeing you this way?
 Are heroes more than just the objects of a cult of celebrity? How do we respond to the media-driven hero-worship that
pours forth when celebrities die?
 How does the cultural myth of ANZAC heroes impact on our sense of self, spirituality and cultural place?
 What is the place of weakness within heroism? How do we react when our heroes turn out to be flawed?
 Heroes in history and literature, and especially in the bible, are often intricately linked with violence. How does this
emphasis shape us as individuals and as a culture? How might we construct counter-cultural/ non-violent heroes?
No hero is immortal til he dies
W.H. Auden

All submissions need to be received by Wednesday, 28 February 2007.
2007 Please let Clare know prior to this if you intend to
contribute. Submissions not related to the theme will also be considered for inclusion.

ASCM CONTACTS

National Coordinator
Bronwyn Crowe
(m) 0408 997 882
(w) (08) 6488 4653
Jubilee Grapevine
ncoord.at.ascm.org.au
30 Windsor Street
Perth WA 6000
Queensland
Caroline Loader
jged.at.ascm.org.au
0415 818 775
scm.acu.at.gmail.com.au
Tasmania
Rachel Anderson
0438717886
Rachel.Anderson.at.utas.uwa.edu.au

Australian Capital Territory
Jazz Dron
0404384181
Western Australia
Clare Schulz
wac.at.ascm.org.au
(08) 9228 2572
New South Wales
Tim Ngui
0425226862
tim.ngui.at.student.uts.edu.au
Victoria
Claire Vincent
clairelvincent.at.yahoo.com

The ASCM does not currently have active branches in South Australia or the Northern
Territory. Please contact the National Coordinator
Coordinator if you are in these regions and have an
interest in becoming involved with ASCM.
Let justice grow wild & provide for all peoples freedom from oppression, for the sake of Christ the Vine.
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